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PANDEMIC NIGHT. The city lights were on but the streets were empty as residents stayed at home during the implementation of a 
strict community quarantine in Valencia City. (Photo courtesy of Joker Tacasan Estenzo of the Off ice of Hon. City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia)
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THE PAST TWO YEARS SEVERELY TESTED 
the capacity, competence and resilience of 

the City Government of Valencia.

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted our plans 
for the years 2020 and 2021. But instead of 
complaining, we regrouped, adjusted and 
adapted. 

Resources were focused on saving lives and 
protecting public health. As the pandemic 
worsened, we had to dig deep within ourselves 
and examined our values as we made diff icult 
choices.

For us, the choice was never about favoring 
health or economy. Rather, it was all about 
finding the right strategy to protect both health 
and economy.  While the pain and struggle 
were real, we succeeded in our eff orts, thanks 
to the hard work of our frontline workers, the 
competence of our leadership team, support 
of the Sangguniang Panlungsod and the 
cooperation of our people.

We could say with all sincerity that the decisions 
we made in the fight against the pandemic 
were undertaken with the welfare of the 
residents in mind. Every lockdown, community 
quarantine, focused containment or temporary 
closure brought with it economic diff iculties. 
We tried our best to soften each restriction with 
humanitarian relief for the people. 

Largely because of the eff ectiveness of our 
pandemic response, we were able to continue 
pursuing our priority programs, allowing us to 
finish vital infrastructure projects despite the 
crisis we faced.

I congratulate the Editorial Board of Seeds of a 
Golden Harvest for telling the City Government’s 
story about our pandemic response. This book 
will serve to inspire our people—both present 
and future generations—about the importance 
of shared leadership, hard work, unity and 
determination in overcoming crisis.

I honor all our frontline workers for the 
extraordinary courage you exhibited during the 
worst health crisis we have seen in generations.  
The pages of this book will tell the story of 
your bravery and sacrifice so that it will be 
permanently etched in our hearts and in our 
City ’s history.

May God continue to bless and protect the City 
of Valencia in the months and years ahead!

AZUCENA P. HUERVAS
City Mayor
AZUCENA P. HUERVAS

�������������������������������������������
�	������������������������������ 2



DESTINY CHOSE OUR GENERATION on the 
receiving end of the worst health crisis in 

over a hundred years. 

We entered the year 2020 with our plans, 
programs and activities already lined up for 
implementation. We were filled with excitement 
and optimism as the 8th Sangguniang 
Panlungsod had just passed on time the 
2020 Budget that would fund the ambitious 
development projects for the City of Valencia.

Destiny, however, had other plans. 

A mysterious pneumonia-like illness which 
originated in Wuhan, China entered Philippine 
soil to disrupt and spoil our best laid plans. 

The public health emergency that COVID-19 
caused was unlike any other. It affected 
everyone—rich and poor, young and old. It 
exposed the vulnerabilities of our economy, 
our public health system and our pandemic 
preparedness.  And because the virus is 
unseen and novel, it led to the proliferation of 
wild claims and conspiracy theories which only 
compounded and exploited people’s fears and 
confusion.

But the City ’s leadership was not about to give 
in to the fears, confusion and disruption that 
the virus brought. Through the leadership of 
Mayor Azucena P. Huervas, and the full support 

of the 8th Sanggunian, we crafted an evidence-
based approach to prevent, contain and defeat 
the pandemic. In making our strategies, we 
followed the science without losing sight of our 
primordial goal to protect and uphold the health 
and welfare of the people.

Destiny may have also chosen me, a medical 
doctor, to be Vice-Mayor during the time of 
the crisis. Our strong partnership with Mayor 
Huervas led her to designate me as Incident 
Commander of the Emergency Operations 
and Command Center (EOCC) which 
coordinated the City ’s pandemic response. 
She also designated me as Chairman of the 
City Vaccination Management Council which 
implemented our vaccination rollout.

Although our collective fight against the virus is 
not yet over, the success we attained over the 
past two years proved that the pandemic is no 
match to the resilience and determination of 
our people, especially our frontline workers.

I congratulate the Editorial Board of Seeds of a 
Golden Harvest for the hard work in producing 
this excellent 3rd volume which narrates how 
we rose up and responded to destiny’s call.
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POLICARPO P. MURILLO, IV, M.D.
City Vice-Mayor
POLICARPO P. MURILLO, IV, M.D.
City Vice-Mayor
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Members of PNP Valencia City fix their PPEs as they prepare to implement a localized lockdown.
 (Photo courtesy of Joker Tacasan Estenzo of the Off ice of Hon. City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia)
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“It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times, it was the age of 
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 
it was the epoch of belief, it was 
the epoch of incredulity, it was the 
season of light, it was the season of 
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair.”

-Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

THE YEARS 2020 AND 2021 would be 
remembered not only for the havoc 

wrought by an unseen enemy. It would also be 
remembered for the resilience, grit and courage 
of a people who fought back. The enemy was 
named SARS-CoV-2 virus; the infectious 
disease it caused was called COVID-19. We 
were the people who fought back to contain 
and defeat it.

The virus which reached Philippine shores 
in the early part of 2020 came to disrupt and 
devastate our way of life. It caused the worst 
public health crisis in generations. Old photos 
of the Spanish flu in 1918 had to be uncovered 
to find fitting comparisons.

The disruption was so widespread that our 
timeline had to be divided into “pre-pandemic” 
and “post-pandemic” while our everyday life 
needed to shift from “normal” to “new normal”. 

Suddenly, our lives turned upside down while 
we grappled, at first, with confusion, fear and 
panic as we tried to understand the nature of the 
virus first reported as a mysterious pneumonia-
like illness in Wuhan, China on 7 January 2020.

As it became clear that the virus was no ordinary 
flu, but a deadlier version of it, governments 
prepared for the worst. But the unseen enemy 
was already steps ahead. The Philippines 
recorded its first case on 30 January 2020. 
And despite President Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s 
imposition of a travel ban on affected areas of 
China on 31 January 2020, the country confirmed 
its first Covid-19 death 3 days after.

Fear and hysteria gripped the world. Local 
governments scrambled to review their health 
preparedness and protocols. 
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In the City of Valencia, Mayor Azucena P. 
Huervas quickly ordered on 5 February 2020 

the creation of the City Task Force against 
Covid-19, among the first local governments in 
the Region to do so. 

The virus would not stop, though. It was 
persistent.

As the virus spread in the country ’s 81 provinces, 
President Duterte declared on 8 March 2020 a 
State of Public Health Emergency. A day later 
on 9 March 2020, Mayor Huervas issued an 
Executive Order providing the guidelines for 
the prevention and control of Covid-19 in the 
City of Valencia.

A flurry of orders and activities were undertaken 
by the City Government: a Press Briefing was 
held on 13 March 2020 to inform the public of the 
City ’s plans and preparations; an emergency 

meeting was held on 15 March 
2020 with internal medicine 
specialists and hospital 
administrators of Valencia City 
to discuss the government’s 
response.

These early but inclusive 
actions set the stage for the City 
Government’s overall strategy 
in the months to come—to 
involve the public and to follow 

the science. 

The logic for involving 
the public was simple: As 
this was a public health 
emergency, government 
actions needed public 
support. The best way to 
get public support was to 
engage and inform them at 
the get go. Transparency 
became an integral part 
of the City ’s response. 
Correct information had 
to be communicated fast, 
and to the widest audience. The City ’s social 
media account became a source of real time 

The City’s first Press Briefing on the LGU’s plans and preparations held on March 13, 2020

These early buT 
inclusive acTions 

seT The sTage 
for The ciTy 
governmenT’ s 

overall sTraTegy 
in The monThs 
To come—To 
involve The 

public and To 
follow The 
science. 
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information as it gained thousands of followers 
hungry for reliable updates. Press conferences 
with the traditional media (especially radio) 
became regular events needed by residents 
without internet access. 

Expert advice was sought in every important 
step. It certainly helped that the City Vice-Mayor 
of Valencia, Dr. Policarpo “Doc Pol” P. Murillo, 
IV, was an experienced physician with a vast 
network of friends in the medical community. 
Doc Pol became our go-to guy for the most 
reliable medical information and best health 
strategy.

The City quickly set up the province’s first 
Triage Center, the province’s first Emergency 
Operations and Command Center (EOCC) and 
the province’s first Isolation Facility. Evidence-
based policy-making became an entrenched 
principle.

On 16 March 2020, Mayor issued Executive 
Order No. 19 s. 2020 placing Valencia City 

under a strict Community Quarantine. The 
provincial government followed suit by issuing 
the same declaration for the entire Bukidnon on 
17 March 2020. Mayor Huervas also suspended 
classes in all levels effective 19 March 2020.

Valencia City ’s long summer of despair had 
begun.

Under the first community quarantine 
declaration, the movement of residents in the 
City was limited to accessing basic necessities 
and reporting for work. Checkpoints were set 
up at border points, manned by uniformed 
personnel. At the entry and exit points, all 
incoming vehicles, private or public, were 

screened. Long queues greeted motorists. Mass 
gatherings were prohibited. Unaccompanied 
minors were sent home. 

More restrictions followed. Hotels, lodging 
houses, inns and motels were prohibited from 
accepting new guests and clients. The City ’s 

The City’s Disinfection Team in action during the lockdown in 
Barangay Lumbayao.
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parks, covered courts and recreational open 
spaces were closed. A curfew time was enforced 
from 8:00 PM until 5:00 AM while a stringent 
liquor ban was imposed. 

The glitter of the City of Golden Harvest dimmed.

Mayor Huervas promptly designated Vice-
Mayor Doc Pol Murillo as the Incident 
Commander of the EOCC which was set up 
on 22 March 2020 at the Valencia City Central 
School. DepEd willingly offered its facilities to 
the City Government. The EOCC at City Central 
became the vital cog which put in motion the 
City ’s pandemic response.

As a result of the City ’s early decisive actions, a 
special bond was created between government 
and the public, one which was based on trust. 
The tone was also set that LGU Valencia City 
was serious and in full control. Such trust 
and special bond proved decisive in the later 
months when fake news, conspiracy theories 
and alternative truths threatened to undermine 
government response. 

In order to temper the effects of the lockdown, 
the City Government began the largest 
sustained relief operations in its history, with 
goods distributed to the barangays starting on 
1 April 2020.  This was to be the first of several 
tranches of 10 kilos (first tranche), 25 kilos (2nd 
tranche) and another 25 kilos (3rd tranche) of 

rice distributed to all households in the City, 
regardless of economic status. A different set 
of food packs were given to specific families 
affected by lockdowns.

The City ’s rice distribution program would win 
plaudits from around the region for its reach 
and efficiency, having adopted through the 
efforts of its Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT) Team the first computerized 
distribution system which avoided duplication, 
wastage and fraud. 

The City’s rice distribution program won plandits for its reach   and efficiency which avoided duplication and wastage.
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As the number of Persons Under Monitoring 
(PUMs) and Persons Under Investigation 

(PUIs) kept increasing, the City Government 
tightened its grip to control the movement of 
residents and the entry of non-residents. A 
Barangay clustering was put in place starting 
5 April 2020 to schedule the buying of food 
and other basic necessities. The Clustering 
Schedule, an innovation of LGU Valencia to limit 
movement of the people, would be adjusted, 
expanded, relaxed and eventually removed 
when the public health situation improved. 

Despite the City ’s efforts, Valencia City recorded 
its first confirmed Covid-19 case on 9 April 2020. 
As the first case was a barangay official from 
Lumbayao, the entire Barangay was placed 

under Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ). 
Tension and anxiety filled the City. Residents 
asked: How many more were infected?

Mayor Huervas issued science-based 
regulations to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 
On 13 April 2020, the City was one of the first 
in the Region to implement the mandatory 
wearing of face masks.

On 15 April 2020, City Mayor Huervas created 
the City ’s Management of the Dead and Missing 
(MDM) Team headed by City Administrator 
Atty. Genaro C. Cadigal, Jr. The team would 
feature prominently in the coming months and 
became known as the “Cadaver Team” for its 
efficient burial of the remains of fatalities when 
the number of pandemic-related deaths began 
to rise. 

Food packs were distributed 
in the Barangays to soften 
the effects of lockdowns. 
The City ’s strong response, 
quickly tempered by 
humanitarian assistance for 
the affected families, became the pattern as 
hundreds of households, streets, puroks and 
sitios would be placed on lockdown in the 
coming months as the pandemic worsened. 

The Isolation Facility at the Valencia City Central 
School became the hub for the strict medical The City’s rice distribution program won plandits for its reach   and efficiency which avoided duplication and wastage.

The ciTy 
governmenT 
projecTed 

sTrengTh buT 
never losT iTs 

humaniTy
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screening and quarantine of Locally Stranded 
Individuals (LSIs) and returning residents. At 
one point, the facility accommodated more 
than 200 patients who were either exposed, 
close contacts or COVID-19 positive with mild 
to moderate symptoms. The City may have 
been strict in isolating and subjecting residents 
to further tests to stem the spread of the virus, 
but quarantined residents were also provided 
with free meals, vitamins and proper medical 
attention. 

The City Government projected strength but 
never lost its humanity.

The emergency health situation called for 
extraordinary response. Speed was the 

name of the game. Time was of the essence.

City Mayor Sunny Huervas repeatedly invoked the 
general welfare clause of the Local Government 
Code and the President’s declaration of national 
health emergency to justify the speedy issuance 
of relevant regulations and restrictions. 

In the year 2020 alone, she issued an 
unprecedented 157 Executive Orders (EOs) 
and Memorandum Orders (Memos) related to 

the containment and prevention of COVID-19.  
In the following year 2021, Mayor Huervas 
topped her own record by issuing a total of 
340 pandemic-related EOs and Memos. The 
Local Chief Executive rose to the challenge by 
utilizing the vast powers of the Office to contain 
the emergency.

Mayor Huervas also created a unified command 
structure that would strike a balance between 
speed and deliberation. A 5-person Executive 
Committee (ExeCom) within the larger City Task 
Force Against COVID-19 was created to advise, 
deliberate and vet the Mayor ’s urgent issuances 
and orders to ensure that it is medically sound, 
science-based, socially acceptable and legally 
justifiable.

The ExeCom was chaired by Mayor Sunny 
Huervas and counted as members Vice-Mayor 
Doc Pol Murillo, the EOCC Incident Commander, 
City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia, Chair 
of the SP Committee on Appropriations, Atty. 
Genaro C. Cadigal, Jr., the City Administrator, 
and Atty. Marlowe C. Selecios, the City Legal 
Officer. Together, the Big 5 as the ExeCom 
came to be known (others called it the Magic 
5) became the fulcrum of centralized command, 
shared leadership and efficient policy-making. 

To her eternal credit, Mayor Sunny Huervas 
knew how to delegate authority to the correct 
persons. As mayor, she carried tremendous 
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burden on her shoulders but knew when to 
assign tasks as necessary. She knew how to 
listen.  She was not afraid to seek advice from 
experts even if the final decision was hers alone. 
Thus, despite the disruption, local policies and 
issuances were consistent, implementable 
and well-communicated, a stark contrast with 
National policy-making which often imploded 
with contradictions and inconsistencies as a 
result of infighting, lack of deliberation and 
miscommunication. 

It was to the City ’s great advantage that Councilor 
Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia, an ex-officio member 
of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan, became the 
Co-Chairperson of the Provincial Task Force 
against COVID-19. This allowed for the smooth 
coordination of policies between the City and 
the Province. 

The City ’s response was sustained by the 
hardworking frontline workers who toiled 

The EXECOM composed of Mayor Sunny Huervas, Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo, Councilor Atty. Oliver “Babba” Garcia, City Administrator 
Atty. Generaro Cadigal, Jr. and City Legal Officer Atty. Marlowe Selecios
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day and night, often at great risk of infection, 
to perform their duty and keep the City safe. 
It was not only the City Health Office led by 
the energetic Dr. Marlyn V. Agbayani that was 
involved. It was a concerted effort of the entire 
City Government machinery. 

The frontliners were grouped into various 
teams, each with a crucial task to perform. 
We had the Contact Tracing Team (CTT), the 
Diagnostics and Testing Team (DTT), the Patient 
Management and Monitoring Team (PMMT), 
the Isolation Facility Management Unit (IFMU), 
the COVID Referral and Liaison Unit (CRLU), 
Logistics and Resources Support Team (LRST), 
the Quarantine Checkpoints and Security 
Team (QCST), the Communications and Media 
Team (CMT), the Composite Inspectorate Team 
(CIT), the Price Freeze Monitoring Team, the 
Management of the Dead and Missing (MDM) 
Team and some more. 

Even as the City heightened its response 
and fine-tuned its policies, the first local 
transmission was confirmed on 20 July 2020.  
Another round of restrictions followed as the 
City struggled to strike a balance between 
protecting the community ’s health and 
safeguarding its economy. Badly hit were the 
transport sector, the hotels and accommodation 
houses, the bars and entertainment sectors, 
fast-food and restaurant businesses, kid and 
playground industries, malls and retail sectors, 

movie houses and internet cafes. Even the 
ukay-ukay stores were not spared. As the City 
campaigned for residents to stay at home, the 
whole economy further slowed, thus, affecting 
almost all businesses.   

On 29 September 2020, the City confirmed its 
first COVID-19 fatality, a 64-year old female, 
resident of Barangay Poblacion. What we 
thought was a pandemic that would last only 
for a couple of months had now entered its 6th 
month with no end in sight. The City ended the 
year 2020 with a total of 287 recorded cases, 
273 recoveries, and 2 deaths.

It was a bleak Christmas.

As the pandemic continued its relentless 
assault on cities and nations, LGU 

Valencia prepared for the eventual rollout of 
the national vaccination program. Consistent 
with its evidenced-based approach to contain 
the pandemic, the City ’s leadership was fully 
convinced that the vaccine would be the “game 
changer” in the fight against COVID-19. All 
evidence showed that the early promise of the 
vaccine was true—it was safe and effective, 
especially against severe illness or death.
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DOH-10 held the first orientation on the 
vaccination rollout on 27 January 2021. The City 
chose the fully air-conditioned City Gymnasium 
as its Mass Vaccination Center (MVC) as it 
could comfortably accommodate 2,000 or 
more residents any given day. Preparations 
were made by the Valencia City Vaccination 
Management Council ably chaired by Vice-
Mayor Doc Pol Murillo. By 18 February 2021, a 
dry run was successfully conducted, another 
first in the province.

LGU Valencia City was now ready for the rollout. 
Unfortunately, the vaccines were not.

This nationwide problem on availability of 
vaccines would bog down the rollout in the 

coming months. It would cause confusion, 
conflict and disillusionment as issues on 
prioritization polarized the residents who 
demanded to get their shots as quickly as 
possible. On the other side of the spectrum 
were conspiracy theorists who thought that 
vaccines were the mark of the beast as foretold 
in the Biblical prophecy. One popular claim 
was that the vaccine could turn the recipient 
into a zombie. Funny but some people actually 
believed the hoax. 

On 12 March 2021, the City finally started its 
vaccination rollout starting with the medical 
frontline personnel. Optimism was high even 
as the supplies were low. Finally, the protection 
we prayed for was here. Although the vaccines 
came in trickles, not in the thousands we 

The airconditioned and spacious City Gymnasium served as the City’s Mass Vaccination Center (MVC) where residents trooped to get 
their vaccine shots
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expected, at least they came. The frontliners 
got the protection they deserved. 

When the active cases of the City reached zero 
(0) on 29 March 2021, we thought that we finally 
vanquished the virus. We were wrong. The worst 
was still to come.

On 5 May 2021, vaccination for the seniors 
started. Mayor Sunny Huervas, herself already 
a senior, got her vaccine 
jab on the same day. But 
a new surge was starting 
to emerge. It was to 
be another summer of 
despair.

Restrictions were once 
again re-imposed. As 
active cases rose, the 
City Hall was closed on 14 April 2021 for 3 days 
after several employees tested positive. More 
residents got severe infections or became 
critically sick. It was back to square one. A total 
liquor ban was re-imposed on 24 May 2021. 
Soon the Isolation Centers and hospitals were 
filled with COVID-19 patients.  

Even Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo, EOCC 
Incident Commander, was not spared from the 
surge. His public battle with the virus which 
nearly took his life drove home the point that 
COVID-19 would not choose its victim. Vice-

Mayor Doc Pol survived, but other residents 
were not as lucky. 

As more vaccines became available, the City 
Health Office partnered with civic groups 

such as the Rotary Club of Metro Valencia 
and the doctors of Bukidnon Medical Society 
to address vaccine hesitancy and debunk 
unfounded theories by going to the remotest 
barangays to conduct information campaign. 
The City ’s ICT Team, Public Information Office 
and Local Youth Development Office (LYDO) 
worked double time to counter fake news and 
anti-vaccine propaganda with creative graphics 
and accurate vaccine information.

As the death toll rises, the City’s MDM Team, otherwise known 
as the Cadaver Team, got the bulk of responsibility burying the 
remains of the departed Valencianos.

The ciTy’ s 
leadership was 
fully convinced 
ThaT The vaccine 
would be The 

“ game changer”  in 
The fighT againsT 

covid-19.
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the City was not prepared for the onslaught that 
was to come. 

Deaths, hospitalizations, severe cases, oxygen 
tanks, high-flow machines, ventilators, ICUs, full 
capacity, these words became all too familiar. 
Hospitals reached their capacities and would 
no longer admit patients. Doctors and nurses 
were either exhausted or infected. The Isolation 
Facility became a makeshift emergency room 
for patients waiting admissions in hospitals. 
Fatalities rose as more residents succumbed to 
the virus. The City had to make an important 
decision to hastily open on 13 August 2020 
the Valencia City Memorial Park for COVID-19 
victims due to congestion of the old public 
cemetery.

Records showed that from 2020 to 2021, there 
were 184 officially confirmed COVID-19 deaths. 
But the official numbers did not include those 
who perished without having been tested by 
RT-PCR tests, the gold standard recognized by 
DOH. 

As the “Cadaver Team” would attest, the true 
number of pandemic-related deaths was much 
higher as protocols dictated that even RAT-
positive cadavers had to be buried within 12 
hours.  There was even a day when the team 
buried 18 bodies, prompting one misinformed 
national news outlet to sensationally report 
the City may have been burying the dead in 

It was a time of great technological progress. 
Indeed, necessity is the mother of all inventions, 
as providers were forced to innovate and 
improve their communication systems. When 
face-to-face meetings became too dangerous, 
officials conducted virtual meetings. Press 
conferences were held remotely. Employees 
were ordered to attend trainings and seminars 
online. Even Sanggunian sessions were done 
virtually. People and governments flocked to the 
virtual world as the physical world got sicker by 
the day. 

But just as the City began to vaccinate its 
economic frontliners (A4 priority group), a 
nastier, more virulent variant began to emerge. 
It was deadlier and could spread faster. It could 
infect entire households and families. It could 
cause the closure of entire neighborhoods. 
Soon, it would also test the limits of the City ’s 
resilience and capacities.

The existence of the “Delta” variant was officially 
confirmed in the City on 28 August 2021. But 
medical experts agreed it must have spread 
earlier as test samples needed to be sent to 
UP-Philippine Genome Center (UP-PGC) for 
confirmation which could take weeks.

The “Delta” variant inflicted the worst damage 
yet on the community as it attacked not only 
the body and the pocket but the fighting spirit 
as well. Already reeling from a year-long fight, 
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would soon vaccinate 1,500 to 2,500 residents 
a day. The battleground in the fight against 
COVID-19 shifted from the City Central to the 
City Gym.     

On 26 October 2021, the City and the DOH-
10 launched in Lurugan the first of its highly 
effective and wildly popular Mobile Vaccination 
Program which brought the rollout directly 
to the barangays. Soon more barangays 
were included as rural residents, farmers and 
agricultural workers by the hundreds lined up 
to get their vaccine shots.

On 5 November 2021, the City started 
vaccinating children aged 12 to 17. 
There was an air of excitement as 
active cases continued to fall while 
vaccination figures continued to rise. 

On 18 November 2021, the City 
marked an important milestone in its 
vaccination rollout having deployed 
more than 100,000 vaccine doses. 
The 3-day National Vaccination 
Days that followed at the end of the 
month was a resounding success as 

more Valencianos expressed their solidarity by 
embracing the vaccination program. Valencia 
City gathered awards from DOH-10 as among 
the top performing LGUs in the Region.

On 10 December 2021, the City once again 

a “mass grave”, which was obviously false as 
the remains were in fact buried in individually-
marked graves at the New Memorial Park.

On 14 September 2021, with our hospitals at full 
capacity, we had 1,500 active cases. The City ’s 
health system was at near breaking point. 
But the frontline workers persisted and the 
community endured.

As the “Delta” surge continued, 
the City Government doubled 

its vaccination efforts. It never lost 
sight of its goal to vaccinate as many 
residents as possible to achieve herd 
immunity. On 22 September 2021, it 
opened a new satellite vaccination 
site at Robinsons Place Valencia. The 
day after, the inmates at the Valencia 
City Jail got their vaccine jabs.

Doctors, medical students, nurses, 
nursing students and health workers from 
private health facilities offered free services to 
help the City ’s vaccination drive. The number 
of residents flocking the vaccination sites 
continued to rise by the day. From a tepid 
average of 500 to 800 residents a day, the sites 

The “delTa”  
varianT inflicTed 

The worsT 
damage yeT on 

The communiTy as 
iT aTTacked noT 
only The body 
and The pockeT 
buT The fighTing 
spiriT as well
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achieved zero (0) active cases which was largely 
sustained until the end of the year.  Valencianos 
were smiling once more as Christmas lights 
and lanterns decorated the Plaza and the 
Boulevard. There was a feeling that this was the 
beginning of the end of the pandemic. As the 
population gained protection, the City relaxed 
its restrictions. Christmas spirit, not the virus, 
filled the air. 

COVID-19 may have disrupted our lives. But 
the virus was no match to the grit of the City 
Government, the courage of its frontliners and 

the resilience of its residents. The City ’s strategy 
worked. Its science-based approach paid off. Its 
unified command structure proved decisive. Its 
strong but humane response triumphed.     

The City of Golden Harvest once again glittered.  
The fight was not yet over. But the tide had 
turned. The virus that disrupted our lives failed 
to destroy our spirit. After two summers of 
despair, 2021 ended as a spring of hope.

A stronger, smarter and more resilient City was 
now ready to re-emerge.

The City Government gave rice incentives consisting of 10 kilos of rice for each senior who got vaccinated to encourage them to get 
protection against severe or ciritical COVID-19 illness

2020 & 2021 Accomplishment Report of the City Government of Valencia, Bukidnon 24



25 Seeds of a Golden Harvest vol.3



2020 & 2021 Accomplishment Report of the City Government of Valencia, Bukidnon 26



27 Seeds of a Golden Harvest vol.3



2020 & 2021 Accomplishment Report of the City Government of Valencia, Bukidnon 28



29 Seeds of a Golden Harvest vol.3



������������������������������������������
�����������	���������������������������������������������������



The Riverside Boulevard was opened on November 11, 2020 and provided residents with much-needed open park and breathing The Riverside Boulevard was opened on November 11, 2020 and provided residents with much-needed open park and breathing The Riverside Boulevard was opened on November 11, 2020 and provided residents with much-needed open park and breathing 
space during the pandemic.
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AS THE HEALTH CRISIS WORSENED IN 
THE SUMMER OF 2020, many wondered 

if the City Government could still deliver on its 
priority plans and projects.

The answer is it could. And it did.

Leadership and unity had everything to do with 
it. City Mayor Azucena P. Huervas built on the 
concept of “shared leadership” which allowed 
for the pursuit of development plans while at 
the same time dealing with the worst effects of 
the pandemic.

With the designation of Vice-Mayor Policarpo P. 
Murillo, IV, M.D. as Incident Commander of the 
Emergency Operations and Command Center 
(EOCC), Mayor Huervas ensured that the City ’s 
pandemic-response was well-coordinated 
without abandoning the LGU’s big-ticket 
infrastructure projects, priority programs, social 
services including peace and order. 

It was not compartmentalization. The left 
hand knew exactly what the right hand was 
doing. Rather, the City Mayor practiced proper 
delegation, strategy and synergy.  Officials did 

not only work hard, they worked smart. 

While most of the City ’s resources were 
reprogrammed to meet the demands of the 
crisis, the City ’s leadership understood that the 
pandemic was only a temporary pause not a 
permanent setback. Inspired by the unity and 
partnership of the Executive and Legislative 
branches, civil servants from the Department 
Heads down to the lowest ranks buckled up 
to work as soon as the danger abated or the 
restrictions eased. 

Thus, the years 2020 and 2021 continued the 
comprehensive “Build, Build, Build” program 
that Mayor Huervas started in 2018 which 
completely changed the landscape of the City. 
As the City ’s Annual Budget continued to grow, 
the City Government became more ambitious 
and innovative with its plans, and rightly so. The 
Mayor correctly believed that the increasing 
Internal Revenue Allotment (IRA) and Locally-
Sourced Income (LSI) of the City must be felt 
by the people through visible projects and 
improved social services.

                  Graphs and Illustration by Rannel John D. Catolpos
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City Mayor Sunny Huervas continues to govern effectively despite the risks and restrictions of the pandemic
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It can be recalled that since 2018, Mayor 
Huervas embarked on a program that rebuilt the 
aging infrastructure of the City starting with the 
upgrade or construction of the new City Plaza, 
the new City Gymnasium, the new City Abattoir, 
the new Fish Landing, 
a new Sanitary Landfill, 
and many more.    

The major infrastructure 
projects of the past 
two years included 
the new and modern 
Farmers’ Market, new 
Riverside Boulevard, 
concreting of Bulacao-
Concepcion jct.  Laligan 
Farm-to-Market Road, 
installation of Solar 
Street Lights, new 

CSWD Off ice and Bahay Pag-asa, a new Valencia 
City Memorial Park, a new Golden Village 
Housing Project, a new Valencia City Transitory 
Village, a new City Pasalubong Center, and 
completion of new Crisis Intervention Center, to 
name only a few.

The City Economic Enterprise Off ice (CEEO) 
continued its robust performance as contributor 
to the City ’s coff ers. As previously reported in 
the 1st and 2nd volumes of this book, the CEEO 
had already discarded its label as “anemic” 
enterprise when Mayor Sunny Huervas 
instituted reforms upon her assumption to 
Off ice on June 9, 2014. Aided by the policies of 
the Sangguniang Panlungsod through the SP 
Committee on Economic Enterprise Chaired 
by then Councilor (now Vice-Mayor) Doc Pol 

The Golden Harvest Village (Phase I) was turned over on November 24, 2021
to the City Government of Valencia.
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Murillo, Mayor Huervas’ reforms immediately 
made an impact with substantial increase of 
collections from 2015 onwards.

It was only in the year 2020 when the collections 
dipped as the worst eff ects of the pandemic 
led to temporary 
closures of stalls, City-
wide lockdowns and the 
imposition of Clustering 
Schedule which, in turn, 
led to suspension of 
rental fees. 

But in the year 2021, 
the CEEO was back in 
business when it once 
again exceeded its target. 

The target set for 2021 was in the amount of 
P56,565,222.00 but the CEEO collected the 
amount of P64,709,149.87 or a surplus in the 
amount of P8,143,927.87.

Truly, the CEEO had now come of age.

The new and spacious CSWD Off ice at Purok 3A, Poblacion, 
Valencia City was formally inagurated on March 3, 2020

The new Valencia City Memorial Garden was opened on August 13, 2021 and was immediately used 
as final resting place for the remains of COVID-19 victims
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Records show that in 2020, a total of FIFTY-
SIX (56) infrastructure projects were either 

completed or started. This was topped in the 
year 2021 when the City Government started 
or completed a whopping EIGHTY-SIX (86) 
infrastructure projects.

The P220-Million Farmers’ Market certainly 
was the biggest locally-funded project the past 
two years. The project would provide small 
farmers a spacious and modern hub to sell their 
products and grow their business. (Please see 
separate story “Farmers’ Hub for Progress”.)

Despite the risk of COVID-19, Mayor Huervas had 
to ensure that crucial departments, committees, 
teams and councils would continue to safely 
function and perform their tasks. Meetings 
were held online when necessary. 

The Local Development Council (LDC) which 
formulated the City ’s long-term, medium term 

Turnover of Farm-to-market road from
Sitio Bulacao-Concepcion to junction Barangay Laligan

Blessing of the New Crisis Intervention Center at Hindangon 
Poblacion Valencia City which was utilized as Isolation Center

Launching and turnover of the Golden Harvest Pasalubong Center 
at Hagkol, Poblacion, Valencia City
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and annual development plan and policies 
continued to perform its crucial function. Its 
resolutions coursed through the Executive 
Committee composed of City Mayor Huervas, 
SP Committee on Accounts and Appropriations 
Chair Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia, Liga ng mga 
Barangay President Rogelio P. Hera, Jr., Valencia 
City Chamber of Commerce President Carmen 
C. Yap and CPDC Engr. Marlino M. Guerrero 
provided inputs to the Sanggunian Panlungsod 
in setting the policy and development direction 
of the City. 

Another crucial team that Mayor Huervas 
strengthened and which proved vital in 
reviewing the annual regular and supplemental 
budgets of the City was the Local Finance 
Committee (LFC) chaired by the City Mayor 
herself and composed of City Budget Officer 
Jinny Q. Tiu, City Treasurer Carlos C. Caro, City 
Accountant Diosdado B. Palma and CPDC 
Engr. Marlino M. Guerrero. Their inputs and 
recommendations ensured that funds were 
available to finance priority projects. The SP 
Committee on Accounts and Appropriations 
headed by its Chairman Atty. Oliver Owen L. 
Garcia made sure that these recommendations 
were properly discussed, polished and 
supported when they reached the Sanggunian. 

Moreover, the City Engineer ’s Office headed 
by Engr. Alfredo V. Guzman ensured that the 
infrastructure projects were built according to 

plans, specifications and schedule. It certainly 
helped that the SP Chairman on Public Works 
and Infrastructure, Councilor Rodrigo A. Rosal 
actively supported the Mayor ’s plans and 
priorities when policies were endorsed to the 
halls of the Sangguniang Panlungsod.

One key area that allowed progress and 
development to continue in the City 

was the peace and order situation.  The 
relationship between peace and development 
is well-established. In the City of Valencia, the 
maintenance of peace was a crucial element 
that allowed business to thrive. 

Robinsons Land Corporation, for instance, cited 
the relative peace in the City as one decisive 
factor which convinced the corporation to put 
up Robinsons Place Valencia, the first world-
class mall in Bukidnon in the year 2018. While 
some critics may dismiss the low crime rate as 
the effect of the pandemic, data would show 
that the peace and order situation had been 
improving after Mayor Huervas assumed Office 
in the middle of 2014, way before the pandemic. 
Beginning 2015, crime statistics had been on a 
downward trend.
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Records showed that crime statistics in 2014 
totaled 3, 357 incidents (both Index and Non-
Index crimes). After Mayor Huervas assumed 
office on June 9, 2014, she immediately went 
to work by activating the City Peace and Order 
Council (CPOC) and giving full support to the 
local Philippine National Police (PNP). Force 
multipliers were trained and strengthened 

and, more crucially, the City Task Force under 
City Administrator Atty. Genaro C. Cadigal, 
Jr. was organized to assist the PNP in the 
conduct of street patrols, crime prevention and 
force augmentation. Equipment and vehicles 
necessary for effective policing were budgeted 

and purchased. As a result of these initiatives, 
by the end of 2015, crime statistics dramatically 
went down to 1, 968 incidents. 

From 2016 to 2019, crime statistic continued to 
fall dramatically, making Valencia City one of the 
safer LGUs in the Region. The CPOC became a 
useful avenue for the dissemination of crucial 
information and the ventilation of strategies, 
policies and concerns. As the 31 Barangays, 
business and religious groups, civil society 
organizations, DILG, Prosecutor ’s Office, 
Trial Court, Muslim community, Chamber of 
Commerce and other stakeholders were active 
participants of the regular CPOC meetings, 
the whole picture of the City ’s security 
situation was seen and addressed. The City ’s 
heavy investment on peace and security paid 
dividends. 

City Administrator Atty. Genaro C. Cadigal, Jr. (3rd from left) 
overseeing the city’s peace and order and traffic situation
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Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
constrained the City to adopt stringent 
measures such as Curfew Time, Liquor Ban 
and prohibition of mass gatherings, merely 
accelerated the already improving peace and 
order situation of the City of Valencia. So much 
so that by the year 2020, total crime incidents 
was at its lowest at 317 which was virtually 
maintained in 2021 with 348 incidents, the two 
lowest crime statistics in 8 years.

Mayor Huervas’ strategy was simple: Give the 
PNP the support that they need but demand 

from them results. The Sangguniang Panlungsod 
was fully on board too, giving the Local Chief 
Executive crucial funding and authorization 
necessary to implement the plans. It also helped 
that advising the City Mayor on security matters 

was Retired BGen Glenn Macasero whose vast 
experience on military affairs, strategy, peace 
talks and conflict resolution proved crucial 
especially on the issue of insurgency and 
terrorism.

On 09 March 2021, Mayor Sunny Huervas 
entered into a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with the 4th Infantry (Diamond) Division, 
represented by Division Commander MGen 
Andres C. Centino for the Activation of the 
Citizens Armed Forces Geographical Unit Active 
Auxiliary Company II (CAAC-II) in Valencia City.

The CAAC-II program produced force multipliers 
and expanded the Integrated Territorial Defense 
System of the City. The personnel trained and 
produced by the program were now helping 
the City Government in protecting its people, 
equipment, properties and interests while 
suppressing the threat groups from carrying 
their hostile plans.

The pandemic also saw close coordination 
between the PNP and the City Task Force under 
the City Administrator ’s Office in implementing 
the health protocols such as the mandatory 
wearing of face masks, social distancing, curfew 
time, alcohol ban and prohibition of mass 
gatherings, which resulted to arrests, closure 
orders and filing of administrative and criminal 
cases. 

Quarantine Checkpoint at Barangay Lumbayao, Valencia City
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The Chiefs of Police who served substantial 
time in PNP Valencia City during the pandemic 
deserved special commendation for their 
support, courage and bravery in implementing 
the City ’s pandemic response, namely:

PNP VALENCIA ACTING 
CHIEF OF POLICE TENURE

PLTCOL SURKI ALDAY 
SEREÑAS

July 1, 2019 to 
September 20, 2020

PLTCOL CIPRIANO 
VILLAFLOR BAZAR,  JR.

October 30, 2020 to 
September 21, 2021

PLTCOL JOHN RAY 
GALAGALA BARAZAN

September 21, 2021 to 
Present 

 Source: PNP and City Mayor’s Office

Consistent with Mayor Sunny Huervas’ 
vow to help the poor and needy, the City 

Government continued to allocate substantial 
resources for the financial needs of the people. 
This was the City ’s approximation of the concept 
of social justice following the late President 
Magsaysay’s credo “ those who have less in life 
must have more in law”.

These social services included medical 
assistance, burial assistance, educational 

Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo and City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen 
“Babba” Garcia giving relief packs and hygiene kits to residents

City Mayor Sunny Huervas during an outreach mission
at Barangay Lilingayon
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assistance, medicine assistance and Assistance 
to Individuals in Crisis Situation (AICS). 

Records showed that these programs benefited 
thousands of residents, which became even 
more crucial when the COVID-19 pandemic led 
to more hospitalizations and higher hospital 
bills. From a budget of P26,086,497.59 in 2017, 
the budget for the various medical assistance 
and social services steadily increased in the 
succeeding years. It reached its apex in 2021 
with total allocation of P105,155,419.29 which 
helped 8,386 residents in need. 

These social services provided help and relief 
to families in dire situation due to sickness 

or critical illness, especially during the Delta 
surge in the 3rd quarter of 2021 which affected 
hundreds of Valencianos.

Financial Assistance Allocation for the past 5 
years

In sum, the City Government under the 
administration of Mayor Sunny Huervas 

and Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo continued to 
address the short-term needs of the people 
without losing sight of the long-term goals. 
Infrastructure development and sustainable 
programs were pursued with as much zeal as 

Mayor Sunny Huervas signs the P2.087 Billion 2022 Annual 
Budget of Valencia City witnessed by Vice-Mayor Doc Pol 

Murillo, Councilor Babba Garcia, Budget Officer Jinny Tiu, City 
Admin. Atty. Jun Cadigal and Acting SP Sec Ethel Mae Unabia
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addressing the daily needs of hunger, health and hospitalizations. 

Too much emphasis on the long-term plans would make governance out-of-touch with the basic 
needs of the people. Conversely, too much focus on the short-term needs would make the LGU ill-
prepared to meet the challenges of the future. A balance must be struck between the two. 

The administration’s lofty vision of a glowing City with world-class facilities must be tempered with 
realistic programs that addressed the bread-and-butter issues of ordinary people. For the years 
2020 and 2021, the City Government succeeded in navigating this delicate balancing act. The 
Huervas-Murillo administration intended to continue doing so in the years to come.

PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2020

Name of Project
Contract 
Amount
(PhP)

Location Status 
Date of 

Completion 
in 2020

Imp. of Bldg. A, 2nd Flr for CENRO Office, New Int. 
Terminal        717,110.90 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Jan.14, 2020

Construction of 1-Storey CL Bldg., Buco        997,250.11 Brgy. Banlag 100.00% Jan.3, 2020

Improvement of Library Hub VCCS        672,614.91 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Jan.22, 2020

Completion of Pasalubong Center     1,998,974.37 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Jan. 18, 2020

Construction of Juanilla Village Subdivision to 
Hindangon Rd. (1st rev.)

       
2,495,059.82 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Feb. 29, 

2020

Completion of Health Station          
923,702.03 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% Feb. 28, 

2020

Solid Waste MRF w/Processing Plant & Sanitary Landfill 
(RC) Processing Center & Sanitary Landfill     6,207,543.72 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% Feb. 2, 2020

Construction of Dikes/River Protection     2,165,667.31 Brgy. Lumbayao 100.00% Feb. 16, 2020

Repair & Maint. of Sangguniang Panlungsod Bldg. @ 
LGU Compound        717,995.43 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Feb.20, 2020
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2020

Name of Project
Contract 
Amount
(PhP)

Location Status 
Date of 

Completion 
in 2020

Repair and Imp. Of Drainage Inside and Around Central 
Market        625,000.00 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Feb.7, 2020

Proposed Road Re-Blocking,P-7 Roxas St.     1,687,281.53 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Mar. 16, 2020

Closure & Rehab Project Tugaya Open Dumpsite Facility    10,926,995.13 Brgy. Tugaya 100.00% Mar. 6, 2020

Construction of Canopy (Plaza Rizal Stalls)        935,845.50 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Mar. 9, 2020

Ceiling Replacement and Repainting of New Terminal 
Bldg. B     2,455,115.21 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% April 2, 2020

Construction of MPB (Warehouse) LGU-Motorpool     3,995,432.71 Brgy. Bagontaas 100.00% May 8, 2020

Completion of Crisis Intervention Center (1st Revision), 
Hindangon     4,828,845.12 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% May 8, 2020

Construction of Hanging Bridge, P-2     1,687,281.53 Brgy. 
Tongantongan 100.00% May 8, 2020

Construction of Lilingayon National HS Covered Court 
Phase III     1,980,893.72 Brgy. Lilingayon 100.00% May 14, 2020

Supply, Delivery and Inst. of Automatic Fire Sprinkler 
System, Public Market

       
3,922,638.94 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% May 25, 

2020

Completion of Barobo E/S Cov. Court        
2,496,238.48 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% June 16, 

2020

Construction of School Bldg, Buco - Sinait          
993,930.24 Brgy. Banlag 100.00% June 15, 

2020

Conctruction of Brgy. Road Purok 9-3        
9,498,344.79 Brgy. Pinatilan 100.00% June 26, 

2020

Concreting of Barangay Rd. sitio Buyog        
1,995,050.16 Brgy. Banlag 100.00% June 13, 

2020

Construction of Hanging Bridge P-5        
1,890,363.47 Brgy. Catumbalon 100.00% June 1, 2020
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2020

Name of Project
Contract 
Amount
(PhP)

Location Status 
Date of 

Completion 
in 2020

Construction of Perimeter Fence, Valencia City Jail - 
Male Dormitory

         
955,945.27 Brgy. Pinatilan 100.00% June 13, 

2020

Supply, Delivery & Installation Including Commissioning 
& Warranty of Solar Streetlights    10,004,282.06 31 brgys. 100.00% June 1, 2020

Concreting of Junction Provincial Road to Purok 2             
3,595,606.97 Brgy. Batangan 100.00% July 27,2020

Proposed Fastfood Stalls and Drainage System PII, 
Public Market

       
1,281,227.53 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% July 20, 2020

Rehab. Re: Electrical System, New Valencia City 
Gymnasium

       
1,431,412.50 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% July 6, 2020

Construction of School Building, New Visayas E/S          
999,496.79 Brgy. Lurugan 100.00% July 3, 2020

Concreting Of Brgy. Road @ P-2B going to Paglaum 
Village

       
1,989,812.67 Brgy. Lumbo 100.00% Aug. 8, 2020

Construction of Multipurpose Bldg. Phase VI        
1,993,308.19 Brgy. Catumbalon 100.00% Aug.14, 2020

Construction of School Bldg. Kahaponan E/S          
997,000.00 Brgy. Kahaponan 100.00% Aug. 2, 2020

Construction of Admin Bldg. PII          
994,078.66 Brgy. Mabuhay 100.00% Aug. 6, 2020

Riverside Boulevard, P-1    25,542,512.98 Brgy. Batangan 100.00% Aug. 18, 
2020

Supply, Delivery and Inst. of Proposed Traffic Light 
System PII, @ Sayre H-way Jct. Valero St.

       
7,519,700.70 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Aug.31, 2020

Construction of Covered Court PIII, Lourdes Int. School        999,864.66 Brgy. Lourdes 100.00% Aug. 6, 2020

Conc. of Rd. @ P-5A     2,816,634.95 Brgy. Lumbo 100.00% Sep.10, 2020
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2020

Name of Project
Contract 
Amount
(PhP)

Location Status 
Date of 

Completion 
in 2020

Rehab/Concreting of Bulacao-Concepcion proper Jct.  
Laligan FMR  115,473,782.50 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% Sep.30, 2020

Proposed Concreting of Brgy. Road, Sitio Mansanto     1,998,941.85 Brgy. Banlag 100.00% Sep.10, 2020

Concreting of Barangay Road , P-6     1,998,374.85 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Sep.9, 2020

Reblocking of Concrete Rd. 
Catarata St.        890,240.87 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 23, 

2020

Construction of Multipurpose Bldg. PXII     1,970,438.57 Brgy. Sinayawan 100.00% Oct. 19, 2020

Road Construction/Opening from P-13 going to New Int. 
Bus Terminal     9,989,994.98 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 16, 2020

Improvement of Val. City Gymnasium and Cultural 
Center for Covid-19 Command Center     5,733,206.79 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 28, 

2020

Proposed Concreting of Brgy. Road     9,989,866.15 Brgy. Guinoyoran 100.00% Nov.24, 2020

Construction of MPB PI     1,489,867.02 Brgy. San Isidro 100.00% Nov. 9, 2020

Proposed Completion of Barangay Public Market     1,996,974.28 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% Dec. 24, 
2020

Supply, Delivery and Installation Including 
Commissioning  & Warranty of Solar Streetlights     2,250,000.39 Brgy. Tugaya 93.18% On-going

Design & Build : Proposed Construction of New 
Farmer ’s Market  219,000,000.00 Brgy. Poblacion 93.00% On-going

Est.of New Val. City Memorial Park PIII 
Sitio Sta. Cruz. P-4     9,453,835.25 Brgy. Poblacion 81.33% On-going

Concreting of Barangay Road (1st Rev.) 
(Junction Prov. Road)     9,999,000.00 Brgy. Maapag 70.00% On-going
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2020

Name of Project
Contract 
Amount
(PhP)

Location Status 
Date of 

Completion 
in 2020

Construction of Juanilla Village Subdivision to 
Hindangon Rd. (1st rev.)     2,495,059.82 Brgy. Poblacion 60.00% On-going

Construction of Drainage Canal, Manangkila St.     4,195,821.20 Brgy. Poblacion 54.50% On-going

Barangay Water supply System PII     1,747,100.00 Brgy. Concepcion 45.34% On-going

Construction of Bahay Pag-asa PII     3,980,353.25 Brgy. Poblacion 30.00% On-going

Source: City Engineer’s Office

  

PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Barangay Road Concreting     1,996,500.45 Brgy. Guinoyuran 100.00% Aug. 2, 2021

Barangay Road Concreting     1,999,000.00 Brgy. 
Catumbalon 100.00% Nov. 18, 2021

Barangay Road Concreting     1,996,500.45 Brgy. Guinoyuran 95.53% On-going

Barangay Road Concreting (1st Revision)  P2 to P3        987,531.60 Brgy. Lurugan 100.00% Oct. 25, 2021

Barangay Road concreting, P-10     1,999,466.04 Brgy. Batangan 100.00% June 21, 2021

Barangay Road Concreting, P-10        998,810.65 Brgy. Lumbo 100.00% May 25,2021

Barangay Road Concreting, P-13A        998,853.56 Brgy. Poblacion 86.34% On-going
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Barangay Road Concreting, P-7     1,999,853.80 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% Dec. 06, 2021

Brgy. Water Supply System PII     1,747,100.00 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% Mar. 8,2021

Completion of Multipurpose Building, sitio Tandacol        396,450.00 Brgy. Lilingayon 100.00% Nov. 14, 2021

Concreting of Barangay Road (1st Rev.) 
(Junction Prov. Road)     9,999,000.00 Brgy. Maapag 100.00% Feb. 24, 2021

Concreting of Brgy. Road Jct. Sayre Highway (Carnai) to 
Jct. Juanilla Vill. Rd.     2,998,530.04 Brgy. Poblacion 92.68% On-going

Concreting Of Provincial Road From Junction Brgy. 
Maapag to Brgy. Mabuhay    24,989,240.95 Brgy. Maapag 29.41% On-going

Concreting of Road, sitio Balabag     2,997,250.79 Brgy. Lilingayon 10.80% On-going

Concreting of Road, sitio Buyog     2,498,552.15 Brgy. Banlag 26.81% On-going

Const. of Brgy. Health Center     1,993,010.53 Brgy. Laligan 100.00% Mar. 29,2021

Construction of  Covered Court Phase I        991,441.25 Brgy. Bagontaas 37.59% On-going

Construction of  Covered Court Phase I, San Isidro Int. 
School     1,999,239.11 Brgy. San Isidro 100.00% Oct. 18, 2021

Construction of  Covered Court Phase I, sitio Tandacol     2,468,509.22 Brgy. Lilingayon 23.83% On-going

Construction of Bahay Pag-asa PII     3,980,353.25 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% May 21,2021

Construction of Bahay Pag-asa PIII     1,910,568.94 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% July 16, 2021

47 Seeds of a Golden Harvest vol.3



PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Construction of Comfort Room VCCS, PII        870,189.20 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Mar. 5,2021

Construction of Covered Court (Fabrication of Steel 
Bleachers)        499,002.45 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% Feb. 15, 2021

Construction of Covered Court Bleachers        998,507.62 Brgy. Barobo 79.14% On-going

Construction of Daycare Center     1,690,911.72 Brgy. Tugaya 100.00% July 4, 2021

Construction of Drainage Canal, Manangkila St.     4,195,821.20 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Feb. 24, 2021

Construction of Guardrail          68,228.00 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% Oct. 25, 2021

Construction of Health Center/Lying-in  for verification Brgy. Laligan 7.00% On-going

Construction of Migtulod Daycare center Phase I        999,845.66 Brgy. Mt. Nebo 33.84% On-going

Construction of Mini Covered Court With Stage (Phase 
II) , Lourdes NHS        992,776.90 Brgy. Lourdes 100.00% Nov. 9, 2021

Construction of MPB (Const. of Lupon Office PI)        499,420.46 Brgy. Mabuhay 100.00% Apr. 5,2021

Construction of Multipurpose Building - PVII     1,997,773.05 Brgy. 
Catumbalon 100.00% Oct. 18, 2021

Construction of Multipurpose Building (Administration 
Building PIII)        998,161.59 Brgy. Pinatilan 100.00% July 27, 2021

Construction of Multipurpose Building (Warehouse with 
Solar Dryer)     2,541,953.28 Brgy. 

Tongantongan 100.00% Sep.13, 2021

Construction of Multipurpose Building Phase VI (Admin 
Bldg. PVI)     1,999,411.08 Brgy. 

Tongantongan 100.00% Dec.11, 2021
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Construction of Multipurpose Building PII     1,998,629.30 Brgy. Maapag 100.00% Aug.14, 2021

Construction of Organic Processing Unit, Nutriland        504,812.30 Brgy. Pinatilan 100.00% Feb. 18, 2021

Construction of Perimeter Fence, PNP Val. City     1,292,567.55 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 8, 2021

Construction of School Building, Araneta E/S     1,598,548.26 Brgy. Kahaponan 16.11% On-going

Construction of School Building, Brgy. Nabag-o E/S     1,598,018.65 Brgy. Nabag-o 68.26% On-going

Construction of School Building, Dagat Kidavao 
Integrated School        998,452.73 Brgy. Dagat 

Kidavao 100.00% Apr. 29,2021

Construction of School Building, Lilingayon E/S        999,401.24 Brgy. Lilingayon 100.00% June 11, 2021

Construction of School Building, Lumbo Integrated 
School        998,995.33 Brgy. Lumbo 100.00% Apr. 27,2021

Construction of School Building, Mabuhay Integrated 
School        998,995.34 Brgy. Mabuhay 100.00% May 21,2021

Construction of School Building, San Isidro Integrated 
School        995,278.50 Brgy. San Isidro 100.00% Apr. 29,2021

Construction of School Building, sitio Kilangi E/S     1,532,297.60 Brgy. Lurugan 80.00% On-going

Construction of Solar Dryer, Brgy. Hall        974,560.83 Brgy. Batangan 12.29% On-going

Construction of Sports Center (Concreting of Running 
Track)     1,998,982.84 Brgy. Sinayawan 23.38% On-going

Construction of Steel Perimeter Fence        298,000.00 Brgy. Sinabuagan 90.00% On-going
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Construction of Valencia City Transitory Village(Isolation 
Facilities -Phase I)     6,000,000.00 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 15, 2021

Construction of Water Reservoir, Purok 8        499,005.74 Brgy. Laligan 38.04% On-going

Design & Build : Proposed Construction of New 
Farmer ’s Market  219,000,000.00 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Oct. 05, 2021

Est.of New Val. City Memorial Park PIII 
Sitio Sta. Cruz. P-4     9,453,835.25 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Jan. 28, 2021

Establishment of Valencia City Memorial Park (Phase IV) 
sitio St. Cruz, P-4     9,997,979.85 Brgy. Poblacion 72.31% On-going

Improvement of Multipurpose Building        499,499.36 Brgy. Sinabuagan 100.00% Aug.14, 2021

Improvement of Multipurpose Building (Bleachers)        999,878.19 Brgy. Lumbayao 98.00% On-going

Improvement of Water System        499,113.50 Brgy. Tugaya 10.00% On-going

Migtulod Covered Court (Phase I), sitio Migtulod     1,493,831.70 Brgy. Mt. Nebo 51.00% On-going

Proposed Barangay Road concreting, P-2     1,998,731.95 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% July 2, 2021

Proposed One-Storey Multipurpose Building Phase I        996,998.66 Brgy. Concepcion 100.00% July 5, 2021

Proposed Riverside Boulevard Phase 3, Purok 1    17,387,496.66 Brgy. Batangan 31.02% On-going

Proposed Riverside Boulevard PII    14,847,359.29 Brgy. Batangan 100.00% Nov. 26, 2021

Proposed Septic Vault (Hospital Waste), Sanitary Landfill        352,181.14 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% Sep.10, 2021
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Proposed Water System for the Dev’t. of Existing 
Evacuation Center, sitio Petisyon     1,301,500.00 Brgy. Barobo 100.00% June 21, 2021

Rehabilitation of Plaza Stage        998,293.80 Brgy. Mailag 100.00% Aug.12, 2021

Rehabilitation of Tamaing Day Care Center        240,000.00 Brgy. Mt. Nebo 100.00% Oct. 26, 2021

Renovation of Accounting Office        746,647.25 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% Sep. 21, 2021

Repair of School Stage        496,147.80 Brgy. Guinoyuran 100.00% Oct. 29, 2021

Road Concreting    14,479,654.00 Brgy. Maapag 57.43% On-going

Road Concreting (sta. 0 + 000.000 - 1 + 125.00), Juanilla 
Vill. To sitio Hindangon)     1,994,934.88 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% June 1, 2021

Road Concreting at P-6A     3,941,094.74 Brgy. Poblacion 90.84% On-going

Road Concreting of Juanilla Village to Sitio Hindangon 
Jct. Div. RD (PIII)     1,994,090.03 Brgy. Poblacion 100.00% July 11, 2021

Road Concreting/Opening from P-13 going to New 
Integrated Bus Termnal , P-17    19,996,766.26 Brgy. Poblacion 35.30% On-going

Supply, Delivery and Installation Including 
Commissioning  & Warranty of Solar Streetlights     2,250,000.39 Brgy. Tugaya 100.00% Jan. 9, 2021

Supply, Delivery and Installation Including 
Commissioning & Warranty of Solar Streetlights        729,957.90 Brgy. Bagontaas 100.00% Oct. 4, 2021

Supply, Delivery and Installation Including 
Commissioning & Warranty of Solar Streetlights     1,499,997.00 Brgy. Vintar 100.00%  Oct. 8, 2021

Supply, Delivery and Installation Including 
Commissioning & Warranty of Solar Streetlights     9,998,828.00 

Brgy. Bagontaas, 
Mailag, Lumbo, 
Poblacion, 
Barobo, 

15.00% On-going
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PROJECTS THAT WERE STARTED OR COMPLETED IN 2021

Name of Project Contract 
Amount Location Status 

Date of 
Completion

in 2021

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, From 
Kilangi to New Visayas    19,996,909.38 Brgy. Lurugan 26.88% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, P-7    19,979,725.00 Brgy. San Carlos 44.34% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, Purok 
3    19,995,631.54 Brgy. Barobo 81.35% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Bagawbawan to Proper Guinoyuran    19,965,171.83 Brgy. Guinoyuran 23.33% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Balangbagan to Proper Lilingayon    19,995,867.66 Brgy. Lilingayon 75.03% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Cariis to Purok 10 Laligan    19,998,673.94 Brgy. Laligan 60.08% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Malantao to sition Bulacao    19,969,223.06 Brgy. Concepcion 38.41% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Sumpong    19,998,351.67 Brgy. Banlag 6.71% On-going

Upgrading/Improvement of Farm to Market Road, sitio 
Ulaligan    19,964,800.40 Brgy. Tugaya 30.58% On-going

Source: City Engineer’s Office
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Farming is more than just cultivating crops 
and rearing animals; it is also enabling 

our farmers to enjoy the advantages of the 
fruits of their labor by helping them grow their 
business. To do so, farmers need a place to 
sell their commodities and make revenue. This 
is where the need of a strategic and spacious 
marketplace comes in.

Valencianos are fortunate enough that aside 
from having a central public market, they also 
have their own farmers’ market which the City 
Government recently developed and upgraded. 
The old market, which was deemed an eyesore, 

has been transformed with a new face that 
resembles a mall with a predominantly white and 
yellow color scheme, reflective of the Valencia’s 
moniker as the City of Golden Harvest. 

The project consists 
of two buildings, each 
with two stories. The 
first structure has 154 
stalls, while the second 
has 276. The site was 
constructed following 
environmental planners’ 
design standards, well-
balanced architecture, 
and relevant insights 
from Officials and 
actual users to improve 

on the flaws of previous 
structures. Highlights of the building are the 
designated areas for trading dried fish, fruits, 
grains/coconut grinders, and vegetables, each 
with its own sections for easy access. 

FARMERS’  MARKET BACK THEN

Before it became what it is now, the Farmer ’s 
Market had a lot of tales to tell. The site 
situated at Guinoyuran Road with an area of 
about 13,000 square meters was donated by 
the late Francisco Estrada. The old structure 
of the market was built about 25 years ago 
and had served as a trading place for the 

The new, spacious and modern Farmers’ Market
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farmers’ agricultural produce. Even though it 
was repeatedly exposed to fire, it continued to 
operate due to its strategic location.

The market was very accessible and convenient. 
Market-goers with their big sako bags trooped 
to the site as they looked for the perfect veggies 
to complete their list of recipes. As there were 
no middlemen, the products were sold fresh 
and cheap. It was one of the City ’s trading 
centers which helped spurred progress and 
turned Valencia City into the commercial center 
of Bukidnon.

A MODERN TRADING HUB

When a big fire struck the old market on 
April 18, 2019 destroying many stalls, the City 
Government decided that it was now time to 
rebuild and upgrade the old one for a new, 
modern and spacious market, one that is 
protected against fire and the elements.

The P220 million structure, financed by a loan 
from the Land Bank of the Philippines, became 

one of Mayor Azucena P. Huervas’s flagship 
projects following the tradition of her local 
“Build, Build, Build” program.  The completion 
suffered delays partly due to the pandemic and 
partly due to construction woes. But the City 
Government willed its completion as it could 
not abandon its promise to the City ’s small 
farmers and vendors. Finally, on November 19, 
2021, the project was completed just when the 
latest COVID-19 surge began to ease. 

The City Government intended the market to 
serve as meaningful support to the farmers, 
who now have a clean and orderly place 
to sell their produce. Optimism is high that 
the modernization of the market would help 
Valencia City grow economically as it targets 
not only Valencianos but also those in nearby 
cities and towns.

Given their substantial contribution to economic 
progress and food security, farmers are our 
modern heroes. Thus, the City Government 
under the Huervas-Murillo Administration 
has prioritized the completion of the Farmers’ 
Market to help small farmers sell their products 
and grow their business.

This glowing and spacious edifice is not only a 
visible tribute to the hard work of farmers. It is 
also a strategic and functional hub for progress 
that will enable, elevate and empower our 
farmers.

The old Farmers’ Market
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Vice-Mayor Hon. Policarpo P. Murillo, IV, M.D. presides over the 8th Sangguniang Panlungsod while serving
as Incident Commander of the Emergency Operations and Command Center (EOCC)
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IT IS A LEGAL APHORISM THAT THE 
LEGISLATIVE BODY holds the “power of 

the purse” to check and balance the “power 
of the sword” of the Executive Branch. This is 
consistent with the Constitutional principle of 
separation of powers which zealously promotes 
and guards the independence of the various 
branches of government.

However, such principle does not preclude 
close cooperation between the Executive and 
Legislative branches. In fact, in times of crises, 
the impulse should be unity and cooperation 
rather than separation and independence. 

In the City of Valencia, the health emergency 
brought by COVID-19 caused the City Mayor 
and Sangguniang Panlungsod Members to 
come together and unite like never before. 

Although the relations between Mayor Azucena 
P. Huervas and the 8th Sanggunian headed by 
Vice-Mayor Dr. Policarpo P. Murillo, IV, had 
been outstanding, the pandemic brought the 
two institutions closer than ever.

It was not enough to say that the Mayor merely 
implemented the law while the Sanggunian 
enacted ordinances and passed the budget. 
Rather, it was a symbiotic partnership of equals 
where there was frank and open exchange of 
ideas, policy-proposals, strategies and tactics. 
As there was mutual respect, disagreements 
did not lead to antagonism.    On the other 
hand, the synergistic collaboration allowed 
both institutions to achieve together more than 
they could alone. 

When Mayor Huervas created the City Task 
Force against COVID-19, she did so in 

close consultation with the Sanggunian.  Since 
then, all major decisions, policies, regulations 
and expenditures related to the fight to contain 
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the virus were undertaken after consultations 
with the leadership of the Sanggunian.    

In turn, the 8th Sanggunian provided Mayor 
Huervas with all necessary support to pass 
her legislative priorities and endorsements. 
Gridlocks, stalemates or misunderstandings 
were eliminated. Delays were avoided. As 
time was of the essence, the Sanggunian 
had to work fast to ensure that legislations 
were enacted quickly. It was this smooth and 
seamless cooperation which strengthened the 
City Government’s hand as it battled the worst 
effects of the pandemic.

To illustrate a point: On 16 March 2020, Mayor 
Huervas placed under strict Community 
Quarantine the entire City of Valencia as the virus 
spread to neighboring cities and provinces. The 
declaration was made in close consultation with 
the City Task Force against COVID-19 whose 
membership included SP stalwarts, notably, 
Vice-Mayor Dr. Policarpo P. Murillo, IV, Councilor 

Oliver Owen L. Garcia and Liga ng mga Barangay 
President Rogelio P. Hera, Jr.. Before the end 
of the month, the Sangguniang Panlungsod 
already passed at least three (3) Resolutions, 
authored by Councilors Oliver Owen L. Garcia 
and Eduardo D. Chan, authorizing the release of 
Quick Response Fund (QRF) and approving the 
reprograming of the CDRRMO funds to support 
COVID-19 operating expenses.  

Such unity of purpose between the Executive 
and Legislative meant that the urgent needs of 
Valencianos and frontline workers in the fight 
against COVID-19 were immediately addressed 
and funded. Throughout the pandemic, the 
Executive and Legislative’s actions were 
characterized by interdependence not 
independence. 

One of the most consequential decisions 
of City Mayor Sunny Huervas in the fight 

against COVID-19 was her designation of 
City Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo as Incident 
Commander of the Emergency Operations and 
Command Center (EOCC). As a medical doctor, 
Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo was a perfect fit 
to command and coordinate the City ’s overall 
strategy against the pandemic. Doc Pol did 
not only know the terrain, he also knew how to 
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navigate it with his vast medical knowledge and 
his wide network of connections in the medical 
community.

Doc Pol and the Command Center relentlessly 
pursued a science-based approach to fighting 
the pandemic even at the time when public 
suspicion against the unseen enemy boiled 
over to become open hostility against doctors, 
nurses, contact-tracers and health workers. 
Criticisms and conspiracy theories did not 
deter him from performing his task. Like a good 
surgeon that he was (and still is), he never 
allowed external noise to distract him from his 

focus: to contain the spread of the virus and to 
protect the City ’s most vulnerable population.  
As a result, lives were saved while economic 
disruption was minimized.  

Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo did all these while 
performing his sworn duty as Presiding Officer 
of the Sanggunian. Work pressure only seemed 
to heighten his resolve and optimize his 
performance. Even when Doc Pol was struck 
with a severe form of COVID-19 that nearly cost 
him his life, he got back to the frontline and 
re-assumed his command.  The word “heroic” 
would even be insufficient to describe his 
actions.

As Incident Commander, Doc Pol became the 
vital link between the Executive Branch and 
the Sanggunian as major plans, strategies 
and expenditures were discussed in the City 
Task Force against COVID-19 before they 
were finalized to become official policies or 
ordinances. There were no political intrigues, 
treacheries or surprises. Good faith and mutual 
trust reigned supreme.

Vice-Mayor Doc Pol Murillo during an EXECOM meeting of the 
City Task Force Against COVID-19, namely, Mayor Sunny Huervas, 
Atty. Oliver Owen “Babba” Garcia, City Administrator Atty. Genaro 

Cadigal, Jr. and City Legal Officer Atty.  Marlowe Selecios
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When the vaccination rollout started, Mayor 
Sunny Huervas wisely designated Doc Pol 

as the Chairman of the City ’s Vaccination 
Management Council thereby continuing the 
close partnership, unity and interdependence 
between the Executive and Legislative 
branches of government.  Doc Pol’s grit and 
leadership shone throughout the dark days of 
the pandemic. 

With Mayor Sunny Huervas and Vice-Mayor Doc 
Pol Murillo at the helm, the City Government 
of Valencia was a single ship that sailed in the 
same direction.

When an Ordinance was needed by the 
Executive Branch to institutionalize the 

protocols and standards under the new normal, 
the 8th Sanggunian immediately went to work 
and conducted hearings. It resulted to the 

passage of Ordinance No. 35-2020 entitled “AN 
ORDINANCE PROMULGATING THE HEALTH 
AND SAFETY STANDARDS UNDER THE NEW 
NORMAL” authored by Vice-Mayor Dr. Policarpo 
P. Murillo, IV who chaired the Committee on 
Health, Sanitation and Other Medical Services. 
The Ordinance was enacted on July 6, 2020, 
among the very first legislations of its kind in 
the Region.

Said Ordinance provided the City Mayor with 
the legal impetus for the strict enforcement of 
protocols and minimum public health standards 
such as social distancing, mandatory wearing of 
masks, 50% limit on venue capacity, placement 
of hand hygiene and others. When the 
pandemic worsened, Mayor Huervas invoked 
the provisions of the Ordinance to authorize 
the imposition of fines and temporary closures 
of erring establishments and individuals who 
deliberately disregarded the health standards.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche serves as Floor Leader of the 8th Sanggunian
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Consistent with the demands of the times, the 
Sanggunian devoted its energy, resources, 
hearings and sessions to support, finance and 
strengthen the City Government’s pandemic 
response. The Sanggunian also passed the 
annual budget on time designed to address both 
the health crisis and the economic slowdown 

that it spawned.  

Some of the significant legislations enacted by 
the 8th Sanggunian in the fight against COVID-19 
included the following:

The 8th Sangguniang Panlungsod welcomes Hon. Cecile Mabao-Caballero (4th from left, front row)
as new member after the resignation of Hon. Cleofe A. Mabao due to health reasons
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MAJOR RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES APPROVED IN 2020 AND 2021 
RELATED TO THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19

Title of Ordinance/ Resolution Author/s

Resolution No. 408-2020
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HONORABLE AZUCENA 
P. HUERVAS TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DepEd) DIVISION OF VALENCIA, REPRESENTED 
BY ITS SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENT, DR. REBONFAMIL R. BAGUIO, 
FOR THE TEMPORARY USE OF ROOMS, COVERED COURT, KITCHEN AREA, 
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES OF THE VALENCIA CITY CENTRAL ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL AS INCIDENT COMMAND STATION FOR COVID-19 OPERATIONS, 
ISOLATION AREA AND RELIEF OPERATIONS CENTER.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Resolution No. 415-2020
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REPROGRAMMING OF SOME PROGRAMS, 
PROJECTS, AND ACTIVITIES/SERVICES UNDER THE LOCAL DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN CALENDAR YEAR 2020 UNDER SEVENTY 
PERCENT (70%) OF THE FIVE PERCENT (5%) LOCAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
AND MANAGEMENT FUND INTO SUPPORT TO COVID-19 RESPONSE AND 
OPERATING EXPENSES PURSUANT TO CITY DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND 
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL RESOLUTION N0.03-2020.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia and
Hon. Eduardo D. Chan

Resolution No. 416-2020
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING CITY DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
AND MANAGEMENT COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 04-2020 TO UTILIZE THE 
QUICK RESPONSE FUND (QRF) UNDER SPECIAL TRUST FUND ACCOUNT IN 
THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY MILLION THREE HUNDRED THIRTEEN THOUSAND 
SIX HUNDRED TEN PESOS AND 27/100 (PHP20,313,610.27) AS SUPPLEMENTAL 
FUND FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF RELIEF GOODS AND EMERGENCY SUPPLIES 
FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE OPERATIONS IN THE CITY OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON.  

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia and
Hon. Eduardo D. Chan

Resolution No. 417-2020
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING CITY DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
AND MANAGEMENT COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 05-2020 TO UTILIZE THE 70% 
OF 5% UNEXPENDED LDRRMF-MITIGATION FUND UNDER SPECIAL TRUST FUND 
ACCOUNT IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY-SIX MILLION ONE HUNDRED TWELVE 
THOUSAND THIRTY-FOUR PESOS AND TWENTY-THREE CENTAVOS (PHP 
26,112,034.23) AS SUPPLEMENTAL FUND FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF RELIEF 
GOODS AND EMERGENCY SUPPLIES FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE OPERATIONS 
IN THE CITY OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia and
Hon. Eduardo D. Chan
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Title of Ordinance/ Resolution Author/s

Resolution No. 485-2020
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HONORABLE AZUCENA 
P. HUERVAS AND THE CITY HEALTH OFFICER, DR. MARLYN V. AGBAYANI, OF 
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT OF VALENCIA CITY, BUKIDNON TO SIGN 
THE PERFORMANCE COMMITMENT FOR HEALTH CARE INSTITUTION (HCI) 
FOR SUBMISSION TO THE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
(PHILHEALTH) TO GUARANTEE THE CITY GOVERNMENT’S COMMITMENT ON 
THE OPERATION OF VALENCIA CITY COVID-19 ISOLATION FACILITY.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Resolution No. 531-2020
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HON. AZUCENA P. HUERVAS 
TO UTILIZE VARIOUS GOODS INTENDED FOR THE SERBISYONG TINABANGAY 
SA BARANGAY FOR THE 4TH QUARTER OF 2019 IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TWO 
MILLION TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND FORTYEIGHT PESOS AND 
36/100 (PHP 2,239,048.36) TO BE DISTRIBUTED FOR THE 3RD WAVE OF RICE 
ASSISTANCE TO THE CONSTITUENTS AS PART OF THE CITY’S
COVID-19 RESPONSE.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Resolution No. 603-2020
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HONORABLE AZUCENA P. 
HUERVAS TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE OFFICE 
OF THE PRESIDENT, REPRESENTED BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, SALVADOR 
C. MEDIALDEA FOR THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN FAVOR OF THE CITY OF 
VALENCIA, BUKIDNON.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Resolution No. 605-2020
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE  LOCAL CHIEF EXECUTIVE AZUCENA P. 
HUERVAS TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (DOH) CENTER FOR HEALTH DEVELOPMENT 
NORTHERN MINDANAO (CHD  NM), REPRESENTED BY DR. ADRIANO P. SUBA-
AN, M.D., CESO IV, FOR GRANT OF ACTIVE HAZARD DUTY PAY (AHDP) AND 
COVID-19 SPECIAL RISK ALLOWANCE (SRA) TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
UNIT OF VALENCIA CITY’S ELIGIBLE HEALTH WORKERS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
FIVE MILLION THREE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
EIGHTEEN PESOS AND EIGHTEEN CENTAVOS (PHP 5,322,818.18) 

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Ordinance No. 25-2020
AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE DEADLINE FOR THE FIRST QUARTER AND 
SECOND QUARTER PAYMENT OF LOCAL TAXES WITHOUT INCURRING INTEREST, 
PENALTIES OR SURCHARGES DUE TO THE COMMUNITY QUARANTINE NEEDED 
TO COMBAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Co-Author: Hon. John Lee B. Quillo

Ordinance No. 35-2020
AN ORDINANCE PROMULGATING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS 
UNDER THE NEW NORMAL.

Hon. Policarpo P. Murillo,  IV,  M.D.
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Title of Ordinance/ Resolution Author/s

Ordinance No. 42-2020
AN ORDINANCE REALIGNING THE FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF FOURTEEN 
MILLION NINE HUNDRED NINETY-NINE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY-
FIVE PESOS (PHP 14, 999, 475.00) FROM SUPPORT TO SERBISYONG TINABANGAY 
TO SUPPORT TO COVID-19 PROGRAMS (PURCHASE OF RICE) UNDER NON-
GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Ordinance No. 43-2020
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TAX RELIEF AND/OR AMNESTY TO ALL REAL 
PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE CITY OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON FROM PAYMENT 
OF SURCHARGES, INTEREST, AND PENALTIES IMPOSED UPON DELINQUENT 
REAL PROPERTY TAXES.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Co-Authors:

Hon. Policarpo P. Murillo,  IV,  
M.D. ,  Hon. Laarni L. Roque,  Hon. 
Alfredo P. Laviña,  Hon. Rodrigo 
A. Rosal,  Hon. Teodoro Roteo T. 
Pepito,  Hon. Cleofe A. Mabao,  
Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia,  Hon. 
Helen T. Bernal,  Hon. John Lee 
B. Quillo,  Hon. Eduardo D. Chan,  
Hon. Rogelio P. Hera,  Jr. ,  Hon. 
Jairrah Mae A. Lazanas,  And Hon. 
Bobby B. Enabong

Ordinance No. 65-2021
AN ORDINANCE REPROGRAMMING THE 2021 SUPPORT TO SERBISYONG 
TINABANGAY (1ST AND 2ND QUARTER) ALLOCATION TO SUPPORT TO COVID-19 
PROGRAM (PURCHASE OF RICE) IN THE AMOUNT OF EIGHT MILLION EIGHT 
HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS AND 00/100 (PHP8,800,000.00).

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Ordinance No. 75-2021
AN ORDINANCE REPROGRAMMING THE PROGRAMS, PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 
(PPA’s) UNDER THE FIVE PERCENT (5%) GENDER AND DEVELOMENT (GAD) 
FUND CALENDAR 2021 TO SUPPORT TO COVID-19 PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT 
OF THIRTY MILLION PESOS (PHP 30, 000, 000.00)

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Resolution No. 660-2021
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING CDRRMC RESOLUTION NO.01-2021 
UTILIZING PART OF THE CURRENT YEAR 30% QUICK RESPONSE FUND (QRF) 
TO SUPPORT THE COVID-19 RESPONSE AND MANAGEMENT EFFORTS IN THE 
CITY OF VALENCIA.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia
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Title of Ordinance/ Resolution Author/s

Resolution No. 663-2021
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING CDRRMC RESOLUTION NO. 20-
2021 UTILIZING THE ACCUMULATED UNEXPENDED LOCAL DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION MANAGEMENT FUND UNDER TRUST FUND IN THE AMOUNT OF 
FORTY-FOUR MILLION TWO HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HINDRED 
PESOS AND FIFTY-THREE CENTAVOS (PHP 44,251,800.53) TO SUPPORT THE 
FISCAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE VALENCIA CITY TASK FORCE AGAINST 
COVID-19 ON ITS COVID-19 RESPONSE AND MANAGEMENT.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Resolution No. 768-2021
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND ADOPTING SUPPLEMENTAL ANNUAL 
INVESTMENT PROGRAM (AIP) NO. 06 CALENDAR YEAR 2021 OF THE CITY 
GOVERNMENT OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON COVERING THE AMOUNT OF THIRTY 
MILLION PESOS (PHP30,000,000.00).

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia

Resolution No. 786-2021
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HON. AZUCENA P. HUERVAS 
FOR AND IN BEHALF OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON, TO 
ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE GLOBE TELECOM, 
INC., REPRESENTED BY EDISON P. RUBI, JR.,TERRITORY SALES HEAD, SOUTH 
BUKIDNON, FOR THE PARTNERSHIP WITH THE LGU-VALENCIA CITY TO PUT 
UP COVID-19 SAFETY SIGNAGES SPECIFICALLY AT THE VALENCIA CITY PUBLIC 
MARKET, STANDEES FOR THE CITY HALL, AND THE INTEGRATED TRANSPORT 
TERMINAL COMPLEX, AND WELCOME SIGNAGES AT THE ENTRANCE OF 
VALENCIA CITY AT BARANGAYS LUMBO AND COLONIA.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Resolution No. 856-2021
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR HONORABLE AZUCENA 
P. HUERVAS TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH THE 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF BUKIDNON, REPRESENTED BY THE ACTING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR, HONORABLE ROGELIO N. QUIÑO FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON IN THE 
AMOUNT OF FIVE MILLION PESOS (PHP5,000,000.00) INTENDED FOR COVID-19 
RESPONSE SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF DRUGS AND MEDICINES, 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES, PPE’s, AND OXYGEN.

Hon. Glenn P. Peduche

Resolution No. 859-2021
A RESOLUTION CONCURRING THE SIGNED MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
ENTERED INTO BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY MAYOR HONORABLE AZUCENA 
P. HUERVAS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH (DOH) CENTER FOR HEALTH 
DEVELOPMENT NORTHERN MINDANAO (CHD NM), REPRESENTED BY ITS 
DIRECTOR IV, JOSE R. LLACUNA, JR. M.D.MPH, CESO III, ON THE GRANT OF 
COVID-19 SPECIAL RISK ALLOWANCE (SRA) TO THE ELIGIBLE HEALTH WORKERS 
OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT OF THE CITY OF VALENCIA, BUKIDNON 
SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS STIPULATED THEREIN.

Hon. Oliver Owen L. Garcia
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Judging from the records of the 8th Sanggunian, 
one legislator performed more than the 

others. It should not come as a surprise since in 
the previous volumes of this book, this lawyer 
from San Beda College of Law also came on top 
in terms of legislative output.

City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia, the 
veteran legislator par excellence, authored 
a record 151 Resolutions in 2020 and 167 
Resolutions in 2021. To put this legislative output 
in perspective, Councilor Glenn P. Peduche 
who had the 2nd highest number of Resolutions, 

authored 73 in 2020 and 83 in 2021.

When it comes to authorship of Ordinances, 
Councilor Garcia was again the most prolific, 
having authored 20 Ordinances in 2020 and 23 
Ordinances in 2021. Councilor Glenn P. Peduche, 
who had the 2nd highest output, authored 8 
Ordinances in 2020 and 4 Ordinances in 2021.

Known as Atty. Babba to many, Councilor Garcia 
was the workhorse of the Council who used 
his legal expertise, political skill and technical 

prowess to craft 
meaningful legislation 
for the people. 
As the Chairman 
of the powerful 
SP Committee 
on Accounts and 
A p p r o p r i a t i o n , 
Councilor Garcia 
authored most 
funding ordinances 
to effectively fight 
the pandemic, sifting 
through the tough 

budgeting and auditing 
rules, to ensure such measures were technically 
and legally sound. 

But Councilor Garcia did more than just 
legislate. As long-time ex-officio member of the 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan and senior member 

Hon. Atty. Oliver Owen “Babba” Garcia, legislator par excellence, authored the most number
of Resolutions and Ordinances in the 8th Sangguniang Panlungsod
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of the City Task Force against COVID-19, 
Atty. Garcia also enriched policy discussions 
with his wise counsel, practical advice and 
broad perspective. He knew when the City 
Government must flex its authority and when to 
exercise restraint. Above all, he understood that 
legislation to be truly meaningful must benefit 
the people especially the poor and vulnerable.

In the difficult years of 2020 and 2021, the 
interaction between policy, politics and 
pandemic was encompassing and complex. 
But nobody understood it better than Councilor 
Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia. The most significant 
legislations in the holistic fight against COVID-19 
bore his fingerprints. 

The partnership of equals between the 
Executive and Legislative Branches 

proved to be the engine that powered the City 
Government’s winning approach in the fight 
against the pandemic. 

As a reliable partner to the City Mayor, the 
Sanggunian was fully on board with the 
Executive’s strong pandemic response that 
was tempered by humane considerations. Not 
only did the Sanggunian provide our frontline 
workers with the funds and tools needed to fight 
the pandemic, it also cushioned the economic 
impact by authorizing the budget to purchase 
welfare goods for all residents.  

The members of the 8th Sanggunian who rose 
to the occasion during the pandemic were as 
follows:

Hon. Babba Garcia presides over a committee hearing

Members of the 8th Sanggunian at work during the pandemic
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SP MEMBERS COMMITTEE/S CHAIRPERSON

HON. POLICARPO P. MURILLO IV,  M.D.
City Vice-Mayor

• Committee of the Whole
• Health, Sanitation and Other Medical
•     Services

HON. LAARNI L. ROQUE
City Councilor

• International Relations and Town Twinning

HON. ALFREDO P. LAVIÑA
City Councilor

• Solidwaste, Septage and Sewerage

HON. RODRIGO A. ROSAL
City Councilor

• Peace and Order, Police, Fire and Public Safety
• Public Works and Infrastructures

HON. TEODORO ROTEO T. PEPITO
City Councilor

• Labor Employment and Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFW) Concerns

• Transportation, Routing and Road Safety
HON. OLIVER OWEN L. GARCIA
City Councilor

• Accounts and Appropriation
• Housing, Land Use and Zoning
• Laws, Rules, Privileges, Ordinances and Human 

Rights
HON. GLENN P. PEDUCHE
City Councilor

• Agriculture, Food and Agrarian Reform
• Education, Science and Technology, Arts and 

Culture
• Environmental Protection and Wildlife, Forest 

Development and Natural Resources
• Cooperative and Livelihood

HON. HELEN T. BERNAL
City Councilor

• Commerce, Trade and Industry & People’s 
Economic Council

• Social Services and Basic Needs
• Women, Children and Family Welfare

HON. JOHN LEE B. QUILLO
City Councilor

• Civil Service and Citations
• Good Governance, Public Ethics and 

Accountability
• Revenue Generation and Ways & Means
• Youth and Sports Development

HON. EDUARDO D. CHAN
City Councilor

• Economic Enterprise
• Senior Citizens and Differently-Abled persons
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SP MEMBERS COMMITTEE/S CHAIRPERSON

HON. CECILE MABAO CABALLERO
City Councilor 

*By virtue of Resolution No. 874-2021, Hon. Cecile Mabao 
Caballero was recognized as the Chairman, Vice-Chairman 
and member of the SP Standing Committees previously 
handled by the former City Councilor Hon. Cleofe A. Mabao 
who resigned for health reasons.

• Telecommunications, Light and Water
• Tourism and Beautification

HON. ROGELIO P. HERA,  JR.
Liga ng mga Barangay President

• Barangay Government Aff airs

HON. JAIRRAH MAE A. LAZANAS
SK Federation President

• Sangguniang Kabataan and Katipunan ng 
Kabataan Aff airs

HON. BOBBY B. ENABONG
IP Mandatory Representative

• Indigenous People and Cultural Communities

These men and women of the City Council placed the needs of the people above theirs. They 
rightfully deserved to be called “Honorable”. When the history of Valencia City would be written, 
the chapter on pandemic-response should record that the 8th Sangguniang Panlungsod delivered 
when it mattered most.
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Not all heroes wear capes. 

During the worst days of the pandemic, our heroes wore masks, face shields and PPEs. 

Our heroes had no superhuman powers. They got tired, shed tears, suff ered injuries and bled blood. They were shouted at and 
discriminated against. They even got infected with the virus. 

But they endured and persevered.

Armed with hope and courage (vitamins and disinfectants too), our resilient heroes toiled day and night and risked their lives to keep 
our communities safe.  

Who’d need superman or batman when we had our swabbers, cadaver team, doctors and nurses, midwives and medtechs, contact 
tracers, logistics team, BHWs, LYDO, youth volunteers, kitchen team, vaccinators, ICT Team, security team, inspectorate team, disinfection 
team and more? 

In homage to our heroes, we are here publishing photos of our frontline workers in action for posterity.

Well done, heroes!

On behalf of the Editorial Board, my heartfelt thanks to you all!
• Editor-in-Chief
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(Top Left) Daily routine of the City’s Team of Swabbers
(Top Right) Members of the Cadaver Team digging graves non-stop at the height of the Delta surge

(Bottom Left) Members of the City Taskforce delivering food for the patients on quarantine
(Bottom Right) CDRRMO Disinfection Team disinfecting an area on lockdown
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(Left - Right) CGSO Logistics Team supplying oxygen tank; Volunteer Medical Students Keziah Agripo and Yobrem Silvano and CHO 
nurse Venadyl Cantero, R.N. conducting orientation for the Vaccination Rollout

(Left - Right) CHO personnel and health workers visiting the Valencia City Jail at Bgry. Pinatilan
 Senior Citizen being monitored at the Post-Vaccination Zone

(Left - Right) VCYDO with SK Poblacion monitoring the implementation of curfew hours in the city;
Kitchen Team preparing nutritious food for frontline workers including patients on quarantine
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(Left - Right) PNP and BPAT guarding a quarantine checkpoint;
Volunteer doctors with City Health Officer Dr. Agbayani at the Mass Vaccination Center (MVC)

The Information and Communitions Technology (ICT) Division playing a significant role
in automating the data gathering of Valencia during the pandemic

(Left-Right) VCYDO together with the different youth volunteers and The City Sports Development Office
providing crowd control and logistic support in the city’s pandemic response
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Majestic Musical Fireworks Display during the 21st Charter Day Celebration held on January 12, 2022 at Oval Grounds,
City of Valencia (Photo courtesy of Joker Tacasan Estenzo of the Off ice of Hon. City Councilor Atty. Oliver Owen L. Garcia)
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As the City Government gained the upper hand in the 
fight against the pandemic with zero (0) active cases 

by December 31, 2021, City Mayor Azucena P. Huervas 
directed the City Tourism Office to plan the 21st Charter 
Day Celebrations with appropriate activities.

But how? 

One, scale down all activities. Two, hold them all 
outdoors. Three, enforce all necessary precautions and 
protocols. Four, honor the resilience and heroism of the 
frontliners.

On January 8 to January 12, 2022, the City Tourism 
Office pulled off one of the most challenging Charter 
Day Celebrations in memory as they mixed celebration 
and caution.  The theme chosen was apt: “Honoring the 
resilience and heroism of Valencianos.”

The Celebrations started with a Pamuhat and Mass on 
January 8, 2022, followed by Half-Marathon, Mountain 
Bike Circuit Race and Motocross Competition on January 
9, 2022. A Search for Valencia Queen was held on 10 
January 2022 followed by a Search for Valencia City 
Singing Ambassadors on January 11, 2022, both held at 
the Oval Grounds.

The highlight of the celebrations was on Charter Day, the 
12th of January 2022, which saw a Culmination Program 
dedicated to the frontliners entitled “One Call, One Music, 
One Valencia: Tribute to Frontliners Musical Concert.”

A massive fireworks display at the Oval Grounds capped 
the evening, giving residents much needed respite, 
entertainment and hope, after months of disruption, 
desperation and despair.

Here are the images of the celebrations.
• Editor-in-Chief

The 21st Charter Day Celebration started with Pamuhat
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Tribute to frontliners Musical Concert

Search for Singing Ambassador 21K Half-Marathon

Culmination Night Motocross Racing

Search for Valencia Queen Mountain Bike Race
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Valencia, Bukidnon circa 1935 (Source: Wikipedia)
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“For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction, 
that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope.” 

• Romans 15:4 (ESV)

There is an old saying that says, “Ang dili 
kahibalo molingi sa iyang giagian, dili gyod 

kaabot sa iyang paingnan.” This is a reminder 
that one has to be thankful for one’s past. 
For Christians, the Bible is also clear on the 
importance of lessons of the past as written 
in the hearts and minds of the people during 
Christ ’s time. This is the importance of history 
and culture in planning a future.

Article 2 Section 17 of the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution states that “ the State shall give 
priority to education, science and technology, 
arts, culture, and sports to foster patriotism 
and nationalism, accelerate social progress, 
and promote total human liberation and 
development”. This is the Constitutional 
mandate for including culture in developmental 
considerations.

A people must recognize its roots, that is, their 
cultural heritage. Without being aware of its 
cultural heritage, a place and its people cannot 
define itself. Without allocating time, talent, and 
resources for cultural and historical purposes a 
people will be lost. As such, allocating resources 
for cultural reasons should be also be reflected 
in the government’s land use plan.

The idea of culture being also a necessary 
consideration for human development cuts 
across the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations in September 2015. This 
agenda, aimed at “ Transforming Our World”, 
includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and 169 specific targets. The Philippines 
is a signatory to this agenda. One specific 
target in Goal 4, Quality Education, states that 
“ to promote sustainable development, learners 
must acquire the knowledge and skills needed 
for global citizenship and the appreciation of 
cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution 
to sustainable development”.

This implies that cultural considerations are 
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not only important for quality education but 
for sustainable development as well. In Goal 
11, which aims to make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and 
sustainable, it specifies that there is a need 
to strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard 
the world’s cultural and natural heritage. To 
achieve the SDGs for Valencia City, its culture 
and cultural heritage must also be recognized, 
respected, and safeguarded among others 
in the overall plan for sustainable human and 
community development.

Valencia has nothing much left of its physical 
inheritance to show its old tangible cultural 

heritage. The old plaza, for example, has been 
converted from an old plot of the Guaans 
around a large balite1   tree, first used as a 
playground for tribal children from before the 

1  This plant of the Ficus species is apparently indigenous to 
the Philippines. It is also otherwise known as “strangler plants”. It 
stars as an air plant which may land on a plant that will serve as its 
host for a while. It then starts to grow hanging roots. Once the roots 
reach the ground, it starts to grow into a tree around the host plant, 
eventually suffocating it. One belief in Valencia is that where there 
is a balite tree, there is water. True enough, in this piece of Guaan 
land, potable water was pumped out through an artesian well 
within that piece of land in a corner along Sayre Highway and T.N. 
Pepito St., just across the Roman Catholic Church. The artesian well 
was gone by the early 70’s, more than a decade after the balite 
was felled down, and the artesian well structure was converted 
into a large pot to serve as a marker for the old water source. The 
same marker is now also destroyed and lost. 

war, to something like a half-playground, half 
community area becoming a flea market every 
Sunday, later becoming a real marketplace. The 
only structures built on it were an artesian well, 
most probably built as part of the American 
was preparations, and the Puericulture Center, 
equivalent to a barangay health clinic in the 
1950’s. In the 1960’s, this Guaan land became 
Plaza Rizal with a multipurpose stage and a 
basketball court. In the 1990’s a skating rink 
was added, and Rizal Monument in between 
the rink and the basketball court. Sometime in 
2018 it became this modern plaza with a water 
fountain above a dug-out parking area.

The old Puericulture Center became the 
Municipal Health Center built in 1961 on a lot 
donated by Mr. Angeles V. Selorio2. However, 
although the old structure may still be standing, 
it has now become unrecognizable due to the 
many revisions and additions into the building 
as well as having new buildings built alongside 
it which eclipsed the old building. The City 
Health Office of Valencia, has been transferred 
to the New Terminal Compound.

There were only two prominent churches in 
Valencia before it became a town. The Roman 
Catholic Church, which was just a small chapel 

2 
 A settler from Aklan who arrived in Valencia sometime in 1937 
alone. He left his wife and children in Aklan and only was able to 
collect them after the Second World War.
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built in 18923, and the Valencia Baptist Church4 
built sometime after the war. Both of these 
churches have since been renovated and no 
3  Martin, Juan. S. J. (1892) “Cartas de los Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. p 516. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.
4 
 The establishment of this church was spearheaded by Mr. Angeles 
V. Selorio, a pioneering settler who arrived in Valencia from 
Aklan sometime in 1937. He allocated this piece of land along 
Sayre Highway for this church. He also donated another piece of 
land for the road needed to connect Sayre Highway to the old 
Pulangi Bridge when it was constructed in the late 1950’s. It later 
became part of the provincial road that connects Valencia to San 
Fernando, Bukidnon.

longer reflect their original building structure, 
particularly the Roman Catholic Church which 
did not only change from a small chapel into 
its cathedral-like presence since the turn of the 
21st century but also changed its orientation 
and location, utilizing now what used to be 
the Parish Office and priest’s lodgings above 
it. This Parish Office was also utilized as the 
Administration Office for the San Agustin High 
School (SAHS), the first secondary school in 
Valencia, established in 1960 by the then parish 

Valencia’s first gas station
Photo courtesy of Ms. Leontima P. La Viña
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priest, Rev. Fr. Manlio Caroselli, S.J.5 

Further, only stumps of the old Pulangi Bridge 
can be seen today because it was destroyed by 
Typhoon Vinta in December of 2017. This bridge, 
first constructed in 19556, and inaugurated in 
1961 played a pivotal role in Valencia becoming 
a town. This opened up trade and traffic from the 
lowlands of Valencia, increasing its productivity. 
This became the origin of the Valencia sobriquet 
“City of Golden Harvest”.
  
Before the bridge was constructed, Valencia 
commerce relied on the gakit, a makeshift 
bamboo raft, used by the lumad population to 
navigate Pulangi River from Namnam (now the 
municipality of San Fernando, Bukidnon) and 
carry their goods from the north and east side of 
the Pulangi River to the south and west side of 
this river and made the west bank of the river as 
a trading area, that stretch between where the 

5  This is the forerunner of San Agustin Institute of Technology 
(SAIT). In 1963, The SAHS occupied a lot donated by Mr. Guillermo 
and Mrs. Bonifacia Laviña (nee Eduave), three blocks away from 
the Sayre highway going southwest. It then offered technical/
vocational education, a forerunner of today’s senior high 
curriculum, and changed its name to San Agustin Technical 
Institute (SATI). Later, when SATI decided to offer college courses, 
particularly the BS in Industrial Education, the school became Saint 
Augustin Institute of Technology (SAIT). The old automotive shop still 
remains standing among all the SAHS/SATI earlier building which 
could be declared one of Valencia’s tangible cultural icons.
6 
 From the accounts of Mrs. Leontina  P. La Viña who arrived in 
Valencia as a 17- year old lass from Bacolod City in 1950. She said 
that the foundations of the bridge was first laid down a few meters 
downstream from where the stumps are located now but the great 
flood on Christmas Eve in that year (1955) washed everything out 
prompting the construction team to transfer it at the present site.

first foundation was laid and where the bridge 
finally stood. Hence, making the gakit vital to 
the economy of Valencia at the time. 

Aside from this, in the 1940’s, the entrepreneurial 
Mr. Uldarico M. Valmorida7, Sr., constructed a 
gakit that can go sideways, navigating to and 
from the west and east banks of Pulangi River. 
Instead of the gakit only going from Namnam 
to Valencia, it went from Pinatilan, now a 
barangay of Valencia from the east bank, to 
Poblacion, Valencia on the west bank. Although 
still limited, this gakit ferry trip, at ten centavos 
per trip, served the transportation needs of the 
Valencia residents from the vast Valencia plains 
and improved commerce between the lowland 
people and the people residing in the uplands, 
improving at the time the exchange of goods and 
services, promoted social contact among its 
people, and allowed the children from the east 
bank to attend school which were constructed 
beyond the west bank. 

Later, Mr. Franciso I. Langub8 operated another 

7  Mr. Uldarico Motilla Vakmorida, Sr (1909-1986), who arrived 
in Valencia sometime in the early 1920’s, was the first recognized 
tiniente del barrio (barrio lieutenant, the rank of the barrio chief), 
when Valencia became a barrio around the time Bukidnon 
became a province.

8  Mr. Francisco I. Langub arrived in Valencia from Bato, 
Leyte, in 1937 as a supervisor in the then ongoing construction of 
Route 3 highway, now known as Sayre Highway. He was elected 
into the Malaybalay Council when Valencia became a barangay 
in the early 1950’s. He also was elected to the Valencia Council 
when Valencia became a town.
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“gakit ferry” near where the old bridge was 
constructed, complete with a franchise and 
license to operate although in 1952, when Mr. 
Langub entered public service, he sold this 
gakit ferry to a young entrepreneurial couple, 
Mr. and Mrs. Juanito K. La Viña9, who operated 
this gakit until 1961 when the bridge was made 
operational, maintaining the flow of goods and 
people from the east bank to the west bank 
during the years without the bridge, keeping 
the people of Valencia economically growing 
even then. This makes the “gakit” not only a true 
cultural icon and a historical reality of Valencia, 
but also a symbol of the grit, innovativeness, 
and entrepreneurial spirit that prevailed in the 
hearts of the pioneering Valencia settlers.

The only significant private buildings from 
generations past are the Tang residence10 in the 
corner of Sayre Highway and Andres Bonifacio 
Street, and the Namuag residence along the 
same Sayre Highway, next to the Catholic 
Church, just ahead of the Tang residence but 
on the eastern side of Sayre Highway, if one 
is going from the southern part of Bukidnon 
to Cagayan de Oro City. Most houses were 
9  This couple both arrived in Valencia in 1950 within months 
of each other, he, as a young man of 21 years old and she as a 
young lass of 17. They married on 9 April 1951.

10  Although this house has been renovated a few times 
over the years, its basic structure and materials remains the same 
and still stands where it was first constructed way back in the early 
1900’s. It is just across the highway from where a Jollibee building 
now stands, which used to be the old residence and office of 
former Valencia town councilor Saturnino Alfonso.

built this way in the 1960’s and such houses 
show that Valencia residents were a little well-
off when Valencia became a town. The Tang 
residence, specifically, was the landmark house 
even before World War II. The house itself must 
have been constructed in the early 1930’s. It 
was also the hub of commerce especially just 
after the War until Valencia became a town, 
being the only store in that area. The Namuag 
residence was also built just around the time 
when Valencia became a town11.

Over in the barangays, there are still old houses 
that will give the present generation an idea 
of how the early Valencia people lived. There 
is the Bangis12 residence built sometime in 
the early 1960’s along the provincial road 
connecting Valencia City to San Fernado, 
Bukidnon, now part of barangay Batangan. 
In Barangay Sinabuagan, there is the Caluya 
residence, built by an Ilocano couple13 who 
arrived in Valencia in 1951. These houses reflect 
not only the architecture of their day, including 
the materials used in building these houses 
but also they reflect the generous attitude of 

11  Originally owned by spouses Panfilo Namuag and Carmen 
Guibelondo, from Bohol and from Misamis Oriental, respectively.

12  Originally owned by Mr. and Mrs. Anecito Bangis, a couple 
from Negros.

13  Marcelo A. Caluya and Apolinaria G. Caluya from Vintar, 
Ilocos Sur, who arrived in Valencia as a couple in 1951. There is 
an older house in Kawayanon, now Barangay Vintar of Valencia 
City, but this house in Sinabuagan has served more as their business 
office and at the same time as a community center where people 
meet, settlers and lumad alike.
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the owners because these were also houses 
with community significance being community 
centers in those days where people gather to 
discuss issues and needs of the day.

The tangible cultural remnants aptly introduce 
the intangible but prevailing spirit that 

marked the foundation of Valencia as a people. 
In fact, while the tangible cultural markers that 
defined the foundations of the community are 
already lost, there are clear indications from 
the historical accounts of how this intangible 
culture became the basis of the collective 
decisions that pushed the small settlement 
in the late 1890’s to become a happy fiercely 
independent and ‘‘hamugaway’’ town in 1961, 
serving as the center of trade and commerce in 
the province of Bukidnon, becoming the most 
populous among all cities and municipalities in 
Bukidnon after 50 years, and the most populous 
inland/landlocked city in Mindanao, the third 
largest city in Northern Mindanao in terms of 
population, after Cagayan de Oro and Iligan 
City, respectively14.

Perhaps the best indicator of the intangible 
14  Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valencia, 
Bukidnon  02 April 2021.

culture of Valencia is its becoming a city within 
forty years of its founding as a town. Not only 
did take only 40 years for Valencia to become 
a city from its humble 4th class municipality 
beginnings, despite the horrors of martial law, 
particularly during the period 1978-1984, and the 
tragic assassination of its beloved mayor, Mayor 
Absalon P. Catarata, in 1988, where Valencia 
staged the longest and most attended funeral 
march in the history of Valencia, life has been 
pretty hamugaway for Valencia’s population 
even then15. 

This achievement has nothing to do with 
Valencia people being rich or most of them 
being educated, rather it reflects the founding 
values of the pioneering people, the reason 
generations of Valencia people became rich and 
educated. Rather, it had everything to do with 
the values the community kept and allowed to 
prevail in those days, values such as grit, kinship, 
honesty, hard work, gratitude, with a high dose 
of individuality and deep spirituality, values 
which they also found in their early leaders.

One of the best examples that shows the 
success of the principles of culture the people 
of Valencia have chosen to observe was the 
election for tinyente del barrio in 195916. It was 
15  Bojo, A. C. (2 July 2020). ‘‘Bukidnon’s Valencia City: The 
Diversity Creating a Hamugaway   Town’’.   Mindanao Creative & 
Cultural Workers Group, Inc. Retrieved from https://web.facebook.
com/mccwgofficial2/posts/  on 20 November 2020.

16  From the accounts of Mr. Lauro P. Torrepalma who was 
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a contest between Victor Sagde, a lumad17 
tribal leader at the time, and Guillermo Laviña, 
a dumagat from Leyte who settled and married 
veritably ‘‘appointed’’ by the Valencia community as the barrio 
treasurer because he ran unopposed.

17  The terms lumad and dumagat were first used to distinguish 
between the settlers in Valencia Dumagat refers to immigrants 
from beyond the sea while lumad refers to the pioneering tribes 
who settled first in Valencia.

into the Valencia community in the early 1900’s 
later became a Deputy Governor of Southern 
Bukidnon when it became a province on March 
10, 191718. 

The election was conducted open to the 

18  https://en.wikipedia.arg/wiki/Bukidnon  retrieved on 16 
December 2020.

The old Tamay Lang Building in downtown Valencia
Photo courtesy of Ms. Leontima P. La Viña
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public in the public square, now called Plaza 
Rizal. According to various accounts, when 
the counting started, hurrays were heard 
punctuated by silence. The election resulted to 
a tie and Mr. Sagde and Mr. Laviña agreed to 
settle the tie with a toss coin. Mr. Laviña won 
but everyone was happy and satisfied with the 
results. When Mr. Laviña organized his office, 
he appointed the sub-tinyente del barrio of sitio 
Lumbo, Mr. Absalon P. Catarata, as his barangay 
secretary. This event greatly defined Valencia 
society immediately before it became a town.

Another example was when the place 
was organized into a town. Aside from the 
requirement for a bridge, there were also 
requirements for a market place and a municipal 
site. It should be noted that the Executive Order 
that would convert the barrio of Valencia into a 
town was signed by President Carlos P. Garcia 
on 11 October 1959 but it only came operational 
as municipality on 16 January 1961. In response 
to this need, Mr. Guillermo C. Laviña who 
was then the Barrio Captain of what is now 
Poblacion, Valencia donated more or less a 
hectare, more or less, of his land for the public 
market and asked his cousin, Mr. Justiniano 
Paloma to donate a part of his ranch land into 
the municipal site where the municipal building 
was erected in 1961 upon inauguration of the 
town. The petition for converting the barrio of 
Valencia into a town was filed and approved by 
the Malaybalay Municipal Council in 16 March 

195419.
           

During the 1959-1961 years, while Mr. Francisco 
I. Langub was busy organizing compliance to 
requirements, Mr. Teodoro N. Pepito20, also 
organized the first cooperative in Valencia, the 
Farmers Cooperative for Marketing (FACOMA) 
which, by 1960 was able to put up a building for 
their purposes21 while Mr. Guillermo C.  Laviña 
was also organizing Valencia government 
and Mrs. Bonifacio Eduave Laviña was also 
organizing the women’s sector, particularly the 
Rural Improvement Club (RIC)22. Meanwhile, Fr. 
Manlio Caroselli was organizing a high school, 
the first it would in the town. As a result of the 
activities, donations kept pouring in, in terms of 
the people’s time, talents, and treasures.

The historical development of Valencia shows 

19  The petition was approved as a resolution on motion made 
by Mr. Esmeraldo A. Cudal, a councilor from Malaybalay, duly 
seconded by Mr. Francisco I. Langub, a councilor from Valencia.

20  Mr. Teodoro N. Pepito who arrived in Valencia in the early 
1920’s as a young agriculture graduate from the University of the 
Philippines as the ranch head of the Sanvictores Farms. He later 
married Ms. Rosario Demata Eduave, a native of Valencia, and 
settled in Valencia raising a family with 13 children.

21  This FACOMA building was the first seat of Valencia 
government. Since the ground breaking for the municipal building 
was held on 16 January 1961 as part of the inauguration of the 
town, the FACOMA building was utilized as the temporary seat 
of government, housing the Executive Offices, the Police Chief’s 
Office and the prison cell.

22  There was also the Valencia Women’s Club which was 
organized by many women including Mrs. Rosario E. Pepito, wife of 
the appointed mayor.
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that the pioneering people have adopted 
the values of being fiercely independent 
but cooperative, being hardworking and 
entrepreneurial but honest and grateful, and 
being generous with an equal ability to enjoy 
family and friends. The Valencia community 
has always been known for great kinship 
among its people, no matter the tribe, most 
of them copying the attitude of the Bukidnons 
who welcomed them to Valencia. This can be 
reflected in the first set of appointed officials 
of Valencia who operated Valencia from 1961 to 
1963 when Valencia was able to elect its first 
set of public officials in the local elections of 
November 1963. 

The endorsed Valencia officials, then appointed 
by President Garcia included a Cebuano for a 
mayor Mr. Teodoro N. Pepito, a Boholano as vice 
mayor, Ernesto L. Garcia, and as councilors, one 
Ilonggo, Policarpo P. Valero, one Igorot, Robert 
Laoyan, one Waray, Jose P. Cajes, and Lorenzo 
Binayao, Melecio Tilanduca, and Marcelo 
Salintao from various indigenous tribes all over 
Valencia. With them were also appointed into 
office Mr. Maximo F. Saavedra (from Leyte) as 
municipal treasurer, Mr. Benjamin A. Belisario 
(from Abra) as municipal secretary, and Mr. 
Absalon P. Catarata (another Cebuano) as 
Chief of Police, who also organized a police 
force consisting of men from the tribes, like 
Mr. Dongogan, and from the early settlers like 
Mr. Norberto Vale. The national government 

also then appointed Atty. Paterno T. Aurelio (an 
Ilocano) as municipal judge and Mr. Santiago V. 
Dablio (a lumad from Misamis Oriental) as the 
community development Officer. 

Mr. Dablio promptly organized the 13 barangays 
assigned to Valencia upon its organization into 
a town and expanded it to the 31 barangays 
composing Valencia to date. When President 
Diosdado Macapagal won the national elections 
of 1961, he appointed Mr. Lucilo T. Alkuino (a 
war veteran from Leyte) as municipal mayor of 
Valencia23.

          

Aside from the officially appointed leaders, 
the Valencia community can be said to 

have been founded by great leaders who were 
known not only for their personal discipline 
but also for their unassailable integrity and 
dedication to public good. First, as far back 
can be reconstructed, there was Sebastian 
Manangkila, known as Datu Mansintunan24, the 
23  Valencia had two mayors in 1962 until the local election 
of 1963 where Mayor Teodoro N. Pepito became the first elected 
mayor of Valencia, Bukidnon.

24  From the accounts of Francisco Bayagna, son of Faustino 
Bayagna, an adopted son of Datu mansintunan, who is known as 
the first visual artist of Valencia.
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old village chieftain of Valencia in the late 1890’s 
who first settled in Tagunokon25, near the creek 
called Pangalibatohan26. The community then 
didn’t have a name for the place. However, as 
can be seen from Jesuit accounts as early as 
1892, the place was already named Valencia 
by the Jesuit missionaries who came up to 
Bukidnon from the Jesuit House in Tagoloan. 

Early American accounts like that of an 
American officer who explored Mindanao in 
1902 mentioned a place called Balibatuan 
which geographically corresponds to Valencia27  
which might have been the old name for 
Valencia before the Jesuits came. In Higaonon 
language, ‘‘m’’ maybe interchanged with ‘‘b’’, 
so that Balibatuan may have been Malibatoan, 
a place where malibato trees were abundant. 
In those dates, Valencia was known for a rich 

25  From the combined accounts of Mrs. Avelina Manangkila-
Macaso and Mr. Francisco Bayagna during one of the meeting 
of the Valencia Bukidnon  Historical and Cultural Society in 2013. 
Tagunokon is now a place called Hagkol in Valencia City.

26  Although this creek is now called Panlibatohan, assumed 
to be due to the many malibato trees which were abundant in the 
area in those days, its original Bukidnon name was Pangalibatuhan 
which means the place where the people make ‘‘pangali’’ (dig 
out food like frogs) under the rocks, according to the accounts 
of Mr. Francisco B. Bayagna and Ms. Carrnelian  Manangkila 
Macaso. Since according to Mr. Telesforo Sungkit, the first and only 
so far Bukidnon novelist, the Bukidnon are not known to break up a 
root word nor would their language allow a letter in the root word 
disappear from the derived word. So if the root word was malibato, 
the natives would have named the place Malibatohan.

27  Annual Reports of the War Department by United Sates 
War Dept (1902), https://archive.org/details/annualreports, 
retrieved on 23 September 2020, p 628.

population of malibato trees.

Datu Mansintunan was known for his wisdom 
and judicious management of his tribe, teaching 
them the proper ways of living a peaceful life. 
He adopted one member of the tribe, Faustino 
Bayagna, and trained him to be a tribal leader 
but when Valencia became recognized as a sitio 
of Mailag he was chosen as the representative 
to the council in Malaybalay when the civil 
government was organized with the coming of 
the Americans. 

Datu Mansintunan’s son Fortunato, known 
as Iyo Tatoy, became the next tribal chieftain, 
and Antonio, the son of Faustino Bayagna, 
who married into the Binalhay clan, followed 
Faustino into representing Mailag in the 
Malaybalay Council. It was Antonio who was 
able to secure the artesian well that drew out 
potable water for the residents of Valencia28 
and Mailag29. The Mailag artesian well is still 
in use today while the Valencia artesian well 
did not anymore yield potable water about a 
decade after the balite tree near it was felled. 
The leadership style and example set by Datu 
Mansintunan’s sons, adopted and biological, set 
the tone of leadership the first Valencia settlers 
were exposed to.
28  From the account of Mr. Francisco B. Bayagna, a member 
of the Valencia Bukidnon Historical and Cultural Society.

29  This account needs to be verified with the people of 
Mailag.
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Although already known as Valencia in 1892, 
at least, Valencia was nothing but a cluster of 
houses which could not even afford a bell for its 
Catholic church or stubborn enough to refuse to 
secure a bell and the image of its patron saint30 
from the Tagoloan Parish Church, the reason 
why there was no mass for Christmas in its 
church that year31. This shows the independent 
spirit of the people of Valencia in 1892 but which 
was still observable when Valencia became 
a town in 1961. In addition, many activities 
were undertaken as a community, including 
trapping crocodiles complete with yells of joy 
and success32. This is just one example of how 
hardworking the original settlers in Valencia 
were in a social and collaborative way.

Thus, the rich cultural heritage of the City of 
Valencia can be gleaned from the collective 
temperament and achievement of its people, 

30  It is not clear who decided that St. Agustine would be 
the patron saint of the Valencia Catholic Church but, according 
to the accounts of Mrs. Rebecca Manangkila Macaso-Oblad, the 
first image of the saint was brought to the church by Mr. Uldarico 
Montilla Valmorida, Sr. whose family may have arrived in Valencia 
in the early 1900’s. Mr. Mr. Valmorida rose to become the first 
capitan del barrio of Valencia, sometime in the early of 1950’s and 
became the first known “lolo ng bayan” because of his loving and 
respectful ways to the children of Valencia.

31   Vilaclara, Jose. S.J. (1982) “Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Pages 523. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.

32  Martin, Juan. S.J. (1892) ““Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Page 516. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.

and the values they hold, rather than from 
a collection of artifacts it may have had 
accumulated through the years. At the time 
of his death, for example, Mayor Absalon P. 
Catarata was the President of the Municipal 
Mayor ’s League of Region 10, when Region 10 
yet included the provinces of Agusan del Norte, 
Agusan del Sur, and Surigao del Norte, in 
addition to the provinces of Bukidnon, Misamis 
Oriental, Misamis Occidental, and Camiguin, 
which are the provinces that comprise the 
present Region 10. Although there were protest 
marches organized by the Valencia youth 
organizations33, it was a solemn, grave, and 
peaceful funeral.

However, while it may be true that in the 
previous decades Valencia relied heavily on 
intangible culture to define its backbone, it is 
equally true that the City is slowly awakening 
to a harvest of its tangible cultural heritage with 
the birth of the Valencia Bukidnon Historical 
and Cultural Society (VBHCS) in 2008. For 
example, on 16 January 1986, Mayor Absalon 
P. Catarata led Valencia in celebrating its 25th 
founding anniversary as a town, with a simple 
awarding program at the old historical plaza, on 
16 January 2011, Mayor Leandro Jose H. Catarata 
and the VBHCS led the City in celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee with a gakit parade in Pulangui 
River. This Golden Jubilee and the work of the 
VBHCS started what we can be considered as a 
33  This was led by Hector E. Bacolod.
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work for recognizing the foundational intangible 
culture heritage as well as the tangible cultural 
heritage of Valencia.

The earliest accounts found so far that 
mentions Valencia came from the notes of 
Carlos P. Bagonoc34. The first one he was able 
to trace was a report of Fr. Juan Martin, SJ, 
dated 2 October 1892, writing from Tagoloan to 
his Superior de la Mision, R.P. Pablo Pastells35.  
Apparently Fr. Martin was a Jesuit priest who 

34  This is another example of a simple Valencia resident 
contributing to the growth of Valencia. Carlos P. Bagonoc is a 
licensed Forester and a native son of Valencia whose father 
was given a large track of land in Valencia and Paitan (now a 
barangay of the municipality of Quezon, Bukidnon), like the other 
veterans who served during the Second World War.

35  Martin, Juan. S.J. (1892) ““Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Pages 515-517. Retrieved from 
https://archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 
2020.

was assigned to take a trip to the hinterlands 
of what is now the province of Bukidnon and, 
starting from Bugcaon, which he described 
as a town, he visited several places including 
Valencia, Sevilla (Mailag) and even to Linabo, 
Impasug-ong, and Tanculan (Manolo Fortich) 
to bless the cemeteries and asked the people 
to place a cross in each of them and a fence 
around the cemeteries to prevent animals from 
getting in36. 

Fr. Martin’s report also claimed that he ordered 
a cross to be planted in each church. Since there 
is no other place called Valencia along this route 
described by Fr. Martin up to the present, this 
description could only be Valencia, Bukidnon 
which became a town on 16 January 1961.

In addition, Fr. Martin claimed that at one point, 
when he stayed in Valencia, and after getting up 
from a small rest during  siesta, he heard loud 
noises, screeches, voices, he asked, amazed at 
the novelty (of the noise apparently), that was 
“Boaya, Pare, Boaya”. He learned the people 
caught through a looped trap a crocodile 2 
meters 70 centimeters long, something that 
(a) Father Sanches would have been proud 
exhibiting it at Ateneo Hall37.

36  As transduced by Raimundo Folch de los Santos a Filipino 
artist living in Valencia, Spain.

37  Martin, Juan. S.J. (1892) “Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Page 516. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.

The old Tamay Lang Building in downtown Valencia
Photo courtesy of Ms. Leontima P. La Viña
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Further, Fr. Jose Vilaclara, another Jesuit who 
was sent as companion of Fr. Martin reported 
to their Superior of Mission in a letter from 
Tagoloan, dated 29 December 1892 that there 
were no festivities in Valencia (and other place 
called Lepanto) because they “did not deserve 
a feast for not having gone down to Tagoloan to 
look for their respective bells and statues of their 
patrons”38. The fact that the Valencia church 
had no bell and statue for their patron saint was 
affirmed by another letter of Fr. Martin, dated 6 
January 189339.

From these accounts, it can be said that, first, 
Valencia already existed as a known place in 
1892 and there was already a church and a 
cemetery in it blessed by a Jesuit priest. Second, 
the place was already inhabited and the people 
were creative enough, being able to build a 
looped trap for at least a crocodile to be trapped 
in it, but judging from the admitted amazement 
of Fr. Martin, had been happy of their collective 
success to trap a crocodile. This description of 
Valencia and its people form part of its cultural 
heritage although even if the crocodiles were 
gone a few years after Valencia became a town, 
that collective creative spirit and hard work had 
been imbibed and passed on for years to come. 
38  Vilaclara, Jose. S.J. (1982) “Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Page 523. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.

39  Ibid, p. 528.

Third, either the community was so poor that 
they could not get down to Tagoloan to get a bell 
and a statue for their patron Saint, or the people 
were content enough not to see the need for 
a church with a bell. This also means that the 
Roman Catholic faith of the early settlers was 
“inherited” directly from the Spanish Jesuit who 
may have baptized the place Valencia.
 
By May of 1893, another Jesuit, Fr. Llord, 
reported that the mission was firmly established 
at Sevilla (Mailag) with “ four main towns of this 
mission of Sevilla which are Linabo, Oroquieta, 
Bugcaon and Calasungay” although he also 
reported that a convent was already built in 
Valencia established by one Fr. Heras but “ for 
the churches of Sevilla, Valencia and Silay 
we need bells, candlesticks, crucifixes and 
patrons”40. This perhaps is also the origin of why 
Valencia was only the sitio of Mailag (Sevilla) 
when people from other places started to settle 
in Valencia.

The lumad of Valencia consists of the Bukidnon 
and Higaonon tribes with some Moros, Tlandig, 
and Manobo tribes. The moros came from the 
south southwest area of Bukidnon, settling also 
along the southern most banks of the Pulangui 
River. Their presence around the Valencia area 
was also described by Fr. Martin to his letter 

40  Llord, Ramon. S.J. (1892) “Cartas delos Misioneros de la 
Compañia de Jesus en Filipinas”. Page 343. Retrieved from https://
archive.org/details/cartasdelospadresjesus. 20 November 2020.
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to his Jesuit superiors in Manila. The Tlandig 
and Manobo tribes may be the aborigines of 
Bukidnon. The Tlandig people were described 
by the Americans when they explored Bukidnon 
sometime in 190241. 

The Manobos have been described as the early 
inhabitants of Mindanao. Both the Bukidnons 
and the Higaonons came from the coastal areas 

41  United States of War Department. (1902). “Annual Reports 
of the War Department”. Retrieved from https://archive.org/
details/annualreportswardept. p. 630.

around Tagoloan who left the area in favor of the 
uplands. The Bukidnons, in particular, scaled the 
mountains and adopted the highlander ’s life to 
escape Spanish colonization of the area in the 
1890’s. They choose to embrace the highlands 
and the wilderness than stay as subjects of 
Spain42. When the Spanish missionaries did 
scale the mountains of the Bukidnons, they met 
with some resistance, with both aggression in 

42  From an interview with Ricardo Demata Eduave, Sr. (7 
February 1933- 6 January 2018), Baptist minister and founding 
member of the Valencia Bukidnon Cultural and Historical Society.

City of Valencia now
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some parts but with some cunning in some 
areas, for those who wanted a non-violent 
struggles. These peace-loving but fiercely 
independent Bukidnons and Higaonons may 
be the reason why Valencia had not developed 
during the Spanish and even American colonial 
days.
 
Among the Bukidnons and Higaonons in 
Valencia are the members of the Manangkila, 
Bayagna, Eduave, Guaan, Sagde, Lanayan 
clans, among others. As far as can be traced, 
the Lauga clan are descended from the Moros 
who intermarried with the Bukidnons43. They 
kept and passed on the tradition of peace and 
fierce independence but great community 
spirit which the later immigrants observed and 
respected. For example, the Bukidnons were 
fond of family picnics, usually after harvest 
where they enjoy storytelling and instructing 
their young and honing their skills in hunting, 
mat-weaving, herb gathering and others44. 
These traits described the intangible culture of 
early Valencia community.

The first dumagats45 probably came with the 
43  From an account of Victoriana Lauga Barrot (24 December 
1932- 16 July 2019), founding member of the Valencia Bukidnon 
Cultural and Historical Society.

44  Ibid.

45  A dumagat is someone who comes from across the seas, 
usually a migrant, but who may have decided later to settle in the 
place for reason of marriage or livelihood or some other reason. 
Settlers are usually immigrants from somewhere within the country 
who made Valencia their home. This is opposed to the lumad or 

Americans who explored Bukidnon after the 
Philippines declared Independence from the 
Spanish in 189646, among them Mr. Guillermo 
Laviña, from Leyte, who became Deputy 
Governor of the South when Bukidnon was 
declared by the Americans as a regular 
province in 1917 and the last Tinyente del Barrio 
of Valencia before Valencia became a town in 
1961. The next wave of immigrants may be the 
teachers and other professionals who were 
sent to or volunteered to come to Bukidnon and 
decided to settle in Valencia either by marriage 
or by an opened opportunity.

Note:

The Valencia Bukidnon Historical and Cultural Society 
(VBHCS), as vanguards of Valencia’s heritage and history, 
submitted this essay which asserts the importance of 
culture in shaping the city’s future.

This work narrates Valencia’s history, beautifully weaving 
together personal accounts of early settlers with works 
of missionary Jesuit priests, and relates how the early 
community’s values like grit, kinship, honesty, hard work, 
gratitude and deep spirituality, shaped the bustling and 
progressive place that Valencia City has become. 

SEEDS would like to thank VBHCS through its President 
Ms. Leontina P. La Vina for allowing us to publish this 
essay which we titled “Valencia’s Cultural Heritage and 
History”.

• Editor-in-Chief
the indigenous people whose family over a few generations have 
known no other place except Valencia.

46  United States of War Department. (1902). “Annual Reports 
of the War Department”. Retrieved from https://archive.org/
details/annualreportswardept, pp 588-589, on 20 November 2020.
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������ ���� ������ Cover photo shows the 
City’s frontline health workers at their heroic 
best-- courageous, happy, optimistic and 
resilient as they lead the fight against the 
pandemic often at the risk of their own lives.


